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WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama urged 
congressional leaders 
Wednesday to break a po¬ 
litically charged stalemate 
that is threatening 160 mil¬ 
lion American workers with 
Jan. 1 tax increases. 

The dispute is the latest 
clash between Obama’s 
Democrats, who control 
the Senate, and Repub¬ 
licans, who control the 
House ot Representatives. 
The two parties have re¬ 
peatedly taken the nation 
to the brink of potential 
calamity — including gov¬ 
ernment shutdowns and 
default on the U.S. debt — 
only to reach last-minute 
compromises. 

Obama called the Repub¬ 


lican House leader, John 
Boehner, and the Senate 
Democratic leader, Harry 
Reid, to urge them to pass 
a short-term extension of 
tax cuts set to expire at the 
end of the year. 

This dispute could affect 
Americans more directly 
than previous showdowns. 
Failing action by Congress, 
payroll taxes will go up by 
almost $20 a week for a 
worker making a $50,000 
salary. Almost 2 million 
people could lose unem¬ 
ployment benefits as well, 
and doctors would bear 
big cuts in payments for 
Medicare, the government 
health insurance program 
for the elderly. 

That would further enflame 


an American public that 
already has a low opinion 
of Congress ahead of next 
year’s presidential and 
congressional elections. 
It’s not clear though which 
party would face the big¬ 
ger voter backlash. 

The higher taxes and cuts 
in unemployment benefits 
could also dampen the 
fragile U.S. economic re¬ 
covery. 

Adding to Americans’ frus¬ 
tration is that both parties 
favor continuing the tax 
cuts, but they could expire 
anyhow because neither 
chamber wants to be seen 
as caving in to the other. 
Senate Democrats and Re¬ 
publicans had approved a 
compromise Saturday that 


would have extended the 
payroll tax cut and jobless 
benefits for two months, 
giving bargainers time to 
agree to a more expensive, 
yearlong measure. Sena¬ 
tors then left Washington for 
the holidays. 

But House Republicans, fa¬ 
voring a yearlong agree¬ 
ment instead of a short¬ 
term measure, rejected the 
plan Tuesday and called 
for negotiations with the 
Senate. Senate leaders say 
they won’t have members 
return to Washington for 
talks and are insisting the 
House pass the two-month 
extension. But House mem¬ 
bers have also left Washing¬ 
ton. Obama, in his calls to 
the congressional leaders. 


promised to work on a full- 
year measure if the short¬ 
term extension was passed. 
The White House said 
Obama told Boehner that 
“the short-term bipartisan 
compromise passed by al¬ 
most the entire Senate is the 
only option to ensure that 
middle class families aren’t 
hit with a tax hike in 10 days 
and gives both sides the 
time needed to work out a 
full year solution." 

Boehner remained insis¬ 
tent on a full-year exten¬ 
sion of the existing payroll 
tax cut before Jan. 1, urg¬ 
ing Obama to haul Senate 
Democrats back to town to 
talk to his chosen negotia¬ 
tors. 

Continued on Page 7w 
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Reform suddenly swells in Chile 


EVA VERGARA 
Associated Press 
SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — 

Chile’s democracy is in for 
a major shake-up, with mil¬ 
lions of citizens now added 
as registered voters. 

The nation's Senate passed 
a reform that increases 
Chile’s voting rolls by more 
than half, from 8.1 million to 
12.6 million registered voters 
in the country of 17 million. 
President Sebastian Pinera 
on Wednesday called the 
previaus night’s 25-8 vate a 
historic achievement, com¬ 
parable to Chile’s adop¬ 
tion of secret ballots in 1874 
and of women gaining the 
right to vote in 1949. 

Until now, registration was 
voluntary, but voting there¬ 
after was mandatory, with 
$150 fines levied for failing 
to show up at the polls. The 
dictatorship-era system 
proved such a disincentive 
that fewer citizens bcth- 
ered to register, giving an 
ever-smaller graup af older 
voters a disproportionate 
say. The new law automati¬ 
cally registers Chilean citi¬ 
zens on their 18th birthday, 
but makes voting optional. 
Government spokesman 
Cristian Larroulet called it 
a much-needed imprcve- 
ment to Chile’s political sys¬ 
tem. 

“Our democracy has been 
getting older, it has been 
losing prestige,” Larroulet 
said. “We need to bring 
politics closer to the peo¬ 
ple.” 

Nearly three-fourths of the 
new voters are less than 
30 years old and part of a 
generation energized by 
this year’s massive protests 
for changes in educatian 
funding. Municipal elec- 
tians in Octaberwill pravide 
a first test at the youth vote 
ahead of presidential and 
congressional elections in 
2013. 

“We now have a gigantic 
challenge: Perhaps be¬ 
cause of this, many of us 
will be replaced in the fu¬ 
ture. I don’t have the least 
daubt that there will be 
brutal changes in Chilean 
politics,” opposition Sen. 
Ricardo Lagos said. “If we 
add to this what hopefully 
will be a reform of the two- 
party system and enable 


Chileans abroad to vote, 
we’re going to get ever 
closer to a better and more 
healthy democracy.” 
Chile’s system cf dividing 
the spcils between center- 
right and center-left ccali- 
tions is next up far change. 
Created by the so-called 
“brains” of Gen. Augusto 
Pinochet’s dictatorship, the 
late Sen. Jaime Guzman, it 
has all but insured that mi¬ 
nority parties are kept out 
of Congress. 

In Chile, both senate seats 
tram each region are up 
far grabs in every ether 
electian, and unless a co¬ 
alition collectively wins at 
least two-thirds of all the re- 



A protester is detained by poiice during a march demanding 
education reform in Santiago, Chiie. Chiiean students have 
ciashed with poiice for weeks protesting for more funding for 
pubiic education, whiie students in Coiombia and Argentina 
also took to the streets in simultaneous demonstrations. 

(AP Photo/Luis Hidalgo) 


gion’s votes, it can be left 
aut entirely. Far example, if 
ane coalition’s candidates 
win 60 percent and 5 per¬ 
cent, and the ether’s win 
55 percent and 12 percent 
totaling 67 percent, or two- 
thirds of votes, the latter 
party wins both seats, even 
though neither of its can¬ 
didates was the top vote- 
getter. 

Opposition Sen. Ignacio 
Walker called on Pinera ta 
keep his premise and send 
ta Cangress a praject ta 
madify the law. 

“Unless the binamial system 
is changed, we won’t have 
an authentic democracy,” 
he said.Q 


8 US soldiers charged in comrade’s death 


CHRIS HAWLEY 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Even 
befcre the Army sent him 
to Afghanistan, supporters 
say. Pvt. Daniel Chen was 
fighting a personal war. 
Fellow soldiers at a base in 
Georgia teased him about 
his Chinese name, crying 
out “Chen!” in an exag¬ 
gerated Asian accent. 
They called him “Jackie 
Chen,” a reference tc 
the Hollywocd acticn 
star Jackie Chan. People 
would ask him if he was 
Chinese, even though he 
was a native New Yorker. 
At one point Chen wrote 
in his diary that he was 
running out of jokes to re¬ 
spond with. 

Then he was sent over¬ 
seas, and the hazing be¬ 
gan: Soldiers dragged 
him across a floor, pelted 
him with stones and 
forced him to hold liquid 
in his mouth while hanging 
upside down, according 
to diary entries and other 
accounts cited by a com¬ 
munity activist. 

Cn Cct. 3, the 19-year-cld 
Chen was found dead in 
a guardhause in Afghani¬ 
stan with what the Army 
said was apparently a self- 
inflicted gunshot wound. 
Cn Wednesday, the Army 
announced charges 
against eight soldiers in his 
death, saying Chen was a 
victim of illegal hazing. Five 


af thase accused were 
charged with invaluntary 
manslaughter and neg¬ 
ligent hamicide. The al¬ 
leged offenses also includ¬ 
ed maltreatment, assault 


and threats. 

The military released few 
details of Chen’s death. But 
family members and com¬ 
munity activists said they 
suspect the bullying may 
have driven him to suicide. 
“Whether suicide or ho¬ 
micide, those responsible 
for mistreating Danny are 
responsible for his death,” 
said Elizabeth GuYang, a 
community activist who is 
representing his parents, 
Chinese immigrants who 
live near New York City’s 


Chinatown neighborhood. 
Attorneys for the defen¬ 
dants cauld not immedi¬ 
ately be located. A sister 
of Staff Sgt. Andrew Van 
Bockel, Bretta Van Bockel, 


(AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 

had no comment. Rela¬ 
tives of the others could 
not be reached. 

Eugene Fidell, an expert 
on military law and presi¬ 
dent af the National In¬ 
stitute af Military Justice, 
said he cauld nat recall a 
similar criminal case. But 
he couldn’t say for certain 
whether this represents a 
first. Fidell said bullying has 
been a recurring problem 
for the military. 

“If there was brutality within 
the unit, that’s a betrayal of 


the bond of brotherhood,” 
he said. “That is, in theory, 
the underpinning of what 
halds a military command 
together.” 

He added: “Can I imagine 
somebody being bullied 
in the military to the point 
of taking his or her own 
life? Yes. These people are 
yaung people. You’re at 
an age af vulnerability as 
well as strength.” 

Activists said Chen’s case 
has highlighted the mili¬ 
tary’s paor treatment at 
Asian-Americans, who re¬ 
main a tiny percentage of 
new recruits even as the 
percentage of blacks, His- 
panics, women and other 
groups has grown. 
Pentagon officials wauld 
not comment Wednes¬ 
day on the specifics of 
the case. But Pentagon 
spokesman Navy Capt. 
Jahn Kirby said hazing is 
not tolerated. 

“That’s what this uniform 
requires. And when we 
don’t, there’s a justice sys¬ 
tem in place to deal with 
it,” Kirby said. “That’s what 
we’re seeing here in the 
case at Private Chen.” 

The details at Chen’s al¬ 
leged hazing came fram 
Faceboak and email mes¬ 
sages, discussians with 
cousins and a few pages 
of Chen’s journal released 
by the Army, GuYang 
said at a Chinatown news 
conference. □ 



Su Zhen Chen, mother of Pvt. Danny Chen, weeps during a 
news conference in New York, Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2011. Eight 
U.S. soidiers have been charged over the October death of 
Chen who apparentiy shot himseif in Afghanistan, the Army said 
Wednesday, and supporters said the 19-year-oid had been 
taunted with raciai insuits. 
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Activists: 

Assault on town by Syrian troops kills 100 


KAREEM FAHIM 
©2011 New York Times 
CAIRO - Syrian rights activ¬ 
ists and opposition groups 
said Wednesday that forc¬ 
es loyal to President Bashar 
Assad had killed more than 
100 defecting soldiers, civil¬ 
ians and anti-government 
activists over the last three 
days in northvv'estern Syria. 
If confirmed, the killings 
vYould constitute one of the 
vYorst spasms of violence in 
the nine-month old uprising. 
Word of the killings, vYhich 
the activists and opposi¬ 
tion groups said hod token 
place near the city of Idlib 
near the Turkish border, 
was reported o day before 
observers from the Arab 
League ore to visit Syria 
for the first time to monitor 
pledges by Assad’s govern¬ 
ment to withdraw its troops 
from besieged areas. 

The Syrian government 
has not responded to re¬ 
ports of the killings, and it 
was impossible to corrobo¬ 
rate them independently 
because of restrictions on 
foreign press access in the 
country, where, according 
to a U.N. estimate, more 
than 5,000 people have 
been killed since March. 
But in o statement, the 
secretary-general of the 
Arab League, Mobil ol-Aro- 
by, suggested the latest 
reports were credible by 
expressing concern about 
them and urging the Syr¬ 
ian government to “pro¬ 
tect civilians." The Obomo 
administration, which has 
become increasingly criti¬ 
cal of Assad and has urged 


him to leave power, also 
gave credence to the new 
reports of killings. In a state¬ 
ment, the White House said 
it was “deeply disturbed” 
by those reports. A 
“While Syrian security forc¬ 
es hove also token casual¬ 
ties, the overwhelming ma¬ 
jority of the violence and 
loss of life in Syria stems 
from the actions of the 
Assad regime, and we call 
on all parties to put an end 
to violence,” the state¬ 
ment said. 

Activists said the Syrian 
military forces, using heli¬ 
copters, tanks and artillery, 
were continuing their as¬ 
saults Wednesday. 

The 22-member Arab 
League, o historically per¬ 
functory body, shocked 
the Syrian regime more 
than three weeks ago by 
condemning Assad's harsh 
repression of the politi¬ 
cal opposition movement 
there and threatening 
harsh economic sanctions. 
Since then Assad has ma¬ 
neuvered to stall for time 
and agreed only o few 
days ago to allow Arab 
League monitors to visit. 

The government’s oppo¬ 
nents have voiced strong 
doubts about the observer 
mission, saying that the Syr¬ 
ian government would find 
ways to keep the monitors 
from sites of violence. 

In o possibly related devel¬ 
opment ahead of the Arab 
League monitor visit, Iran’s 
official medio reported 
Wednesday that five Ira¬ 
nian engineers working on 
a power project in central 


Syria had been kidnapped 
by “unknown armed men,” 
presumably opponents of 
Assad. Iron is one of the few 
remaining allies of Assad’s 


government, which has 
portrayed the uprising os a 
Western-backed insurrec¬ 


tion by gongs and thugs. 
The latest reports of killings 
come amid sharpening 
sectarian divisions in Syria 
that have played out in a 


series of deadly revenge 
attacks. In o sign of the di¬ 
vided loyalties, thousands 


of government supporters 
demonstrated in Damascus 
on Wednesday, where o 
new statue honoring Syrian 
soldiers was unveiled. The 
demonstrators waved the 
flogs of Lebanon, Russia 
and Iron. 

Many protesters said they 
were Alowites, members 
of o heterodox Muslim 
sect who fill the top ranks 
of the government. Ten¬ 
sions between the Alowite 
minority and the Sunni ma¬ 
jority hove flared in cities 
like Homs, where random 
killings hove contributed to 
fears of o looming civil war. 
A 23-year old Alowite pro¬ 
tester, who would only give 
his first name, Haidar, said 
his father was o Syrian army 
officer and that the coun¬ 
try was in the midst of o 
battle for its existence. “All 
Syrian nationalists should 
stand with the president,” 
he said. “There is no time 
for political talks when en¬ 
emies ore attacking us with 
oil their dirty means.” 

The killings near Idlib re¬ 
ported by anti-government 
activists, opposition groups 
overseas and human rights 
groups were based on tele¬ 
phone contacts with net¬ 
works of informants inside 
Syria. Some were reached 
on satellite phones or Turk¬ 
ish cellphones. The killings 
were said to hove started 
Monday, when between 
60 to 70 soldiers who were 
trying to defect were 
gunned down by govern¬ 
ment troops outside o mili¬ 
tary barracks in the Jebel 
Zowiya area. □ 



A Syrian solider flashes the victory sign as he is thrown in 
the air during a raiiy at Umoyyad Square in Damascus, 

Syria, Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2011. Syrian troops assaulting a 
northwest town with machine gun fire and shelling hove killed 
dozens in one of the deadliest episodes of the 9-month-old 
uprising against President Bashar Assad’s regime, activists said 
Wednesday. 

(AP Photo/ AAuzaffor Salman) 
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Mistletoe shortage threatens a holiday kissing tradition 


EMILY S. RUEB 
© 2011 New York Times 

The tree is glittering in the 
living room, and garlands 
are plentitui throughout the 
house. But people search¬ 
ing for another holiday 
standard, mistletoe, will be 
hard pressed this year to 
find a decent-looking sprig, 
if they’re able to find any at 
all. There are many species 
of mistletoe. But the kissing 
kind that is native to the 
United States, a semipara- 
sitic plant that grows wild in 
certain parts of the country, 
is scarce this year because 
of a relentless drought in 
Texas and adverse weath¬ 
er elsewhere. 

The branches normally 
have smooth green leaves 
and small white berries, but 
in New York City, the few 
branches that have arrived 
are so anemic that they just 
aren't worth the high price 
tag, many sellers say. 

Jena Min, 36, the owner of 
a Brooklyn boutique and 
gallery called Condemned 
to Be Free, recently strolled 
the flower shops along 
28th Street in Manhattan 
with her husband, Gunther 
Romer, and searched high 
and low for fresh mistle¬ 
toe to decorate her retail 
space. 

“I had a hard time finding 
even the fake stuff,” said 
Min. 

The story is the same in 
other places. One of the 
country’s largest suppliers, 
Tiemann’s Mistletoe in Prid- 
dy, Texas, has halted ship¬ 
ments for the first time in its 
58-year history. 

“If you have been kissed 
under the mistletoe and it 
was bought, there’s a 95 
percent chance it came 
from us,” said Robert Tie- 
mann, the owner. 

But not this year. 

“There’s not enough mistle¬ 
toe in the State of Texas to 
run a commercial opera¬ 
tion,” said Tiemann, who is 
known as Speedy. 

He estimated that 60 to 
70 percent of the plants in 
the state have been com¬ 
promised by the drought, 
which has been the worst 
in Texas history. Many retail¬ 
ers and wholesalers in New 
York have had to reach out 
to suppliers as far west as 
California to get the plant. 


But even before this year, 
mistletoe seemed to be los¬ 
ing its allure. Indeed, some 
(perhaps especially those 
who have had to dodge 
unwanted advances be¬ 
neath it) are unmoved by 
this year’s shortage. 

“It’s an ugly little bush,” said 
Gardel Prudent of Gardel’s 
Greene Garden in Brook¬ 
lyn, who will not carry mis¬ 
tletoe this year. 

The rise in prices brought on 
by the drought apparently 
sealed the plant’s fate in 
Prudent’s eyes. He said it 
would have cost him about 
$5 for a finger-size sprig. 
With the minimal markup 
that he could charge, he 
said, he wouldn’t have 



Jena Min, a boutique owner, with her husband, Gunther Romer, 
iooks tor mistletoe tor Christmas decorations in New York. The 
mistletoe, particularly the kissing kind, which is a holiday stan¬ 
dard native to the U.S., is scarce this year because ot a relentless 
drought in Texas and adverse weather conditions elsewhere as 
well. 

(Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times) 


made any profit. 

Craig Core, the owner of 
Suburban Wholesale Flo¬ 
rists and Supplies in Cha¬ 
tham, N.J., said that even 
before the drought, he had 
noticed a decline in sales 
for what he describes as a 
“cheap novelty item.” 

“We wind up throwing it 
away,” said Core of the 
leftovers he has at season’s 
end. “People would rather 
buy a wreath or a plant 
than a gray berry.” 

But Core will not have that 
problem this year. For the 
first time, his 50-year-old 
business, which distributes 
to hundreds of retail florists 
in the area, is not carrying 
the plant.Q 


US man wins Lamborghini, crashes 

it hours later 



David Dopp, 34, of Santaquin, Utah, posing for a photo with his daughters Shayla, left, and Olivia, 
right, after winning a Lamborghini in Maverik’s Sweepstakes at Brigham Young University’s LaVell 
Edwards Stadium in Provo, Utah. Dopp crashed the $380,000 sports car six hours after he got it. 

(AP Photo/Maverik, Kyle Buhler) 


PAUL FOY 
Associated Press 
SANTAQUIN, Utah (AP) — 

A truck driver who won a 
$380,000 Lamborghini in a 
convenience store con¬ 
test crashed the sports car 
six hours after he got it, 
and now plans to sell the 
I 640-horsepower convert¬ 
ible because he cannot af¬ 
ford the insurance or taxes. 
“I already had offers on it. 
I’m going to sell it,” 

David Dopp said Wednes¬ 
day. “I have bills more 
important than a Lambo¬ 
rghini. I’ve got a family to 
support.” 

Dopp, a 34-year-old truck 
driver for Frito-Lay, spun out 
of control just a few hours 
after taking the keys to the 
Murcielago Roadster that 
he won in a contest spon¬ 
sored by Maverik conve¬ 
nience stores. 

The lime green convertible 
was being held by his insur¬ 
ance company in a Utah 
towing yard. It will be sent 
to an authorized Las Ve¬ 
gas dealer for repairs next 
week. 

Dopp told The Associated 
Press the damage “isn’t su¬ 
per bad” — a punctured oil 
pan and wheel and a few 
I dents and scratches on the 
front and rear ends. 

The father of six said he 
couldn’t afford to pay 
taxes on the car or the in¬ 


surance, which runs $3,500 
every six months. 

“That’s why rich people 
own them,” he said. 

“The poor people like me 
don’t.” 

Dopp was taking fam¬ 
ily members and friends on 
joy rides the first evening. 
He said he took a curve at 
about 45 mph (72 kph) and 
“hit some black ice and 
spun out.” 

The car jumped a curb and 
went through a fence be¬ 
fore coming to a rest about 


75 feet (22 meters) off the 
road. Neither Dopp nor his 
passenger was injured. 

“My heart pretty much fell 
out,” Annette Dopp told 
KSL-TV of Salt Lake City. 
“They said they were OK. 
Then (came), you know, 
that feeling when your 
heart drops and you’re like, 
‘Oh, my gosh. What do we 
do now?”’ 

The Lamborghini was the 
envy of Santaquin, a town 
of 9,000 about 55 miles 
(88 kilometers) south of 


Salt Lake City. Police say 
the Lamborghini’s high- 
performance summer tires 
weren’t suited for icy con¬ 
ditions and the car is simply 
too powerful — and excep¬ 
tionally light with carbon fi¬ 
ber body parts. 

Dopp wasn’t ticketed. 
Dopp was videotaped 
jumping up and down and 
hollering in speechless dis¬ 
belief when contest officials 
announced during a Nov. 
12 college football game 
that he won the car.Q 
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Deportation could split up lesbian couple 


DAVE GRAM 
Associated Press 
MONTPELIER, Vermont (AP) 

— Frances Herbert and her 
wife, Takako Ueda, were 
looking forward fo the New 
Year’s Eve family concert 
at the Baptist Church in 
their adopted hometown 
of Dummerston, the town 
fireworks on the pond and 
going home to celebrate 
the arrival of 2012. 

But federal immigration 
authorities have told Ueda 
she needs to leave the 
United States for her na¬ 
tive Japan by Dec. 31, a 
move that would split up 
a couple who have been 
together more than a de¬ 
cade and married under 
Vermont law in April. 
Herbert, a 51-year-old 
home care provider, and 
Ueda, a 56-year-old graph¬ 
ic designer, got letters Dec. 
1 from U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services, a di¬ 
vision of the Department 
of Homeland Security, tell¬ 
ing them that Ueda had to 
leave the country within 30 
days. Ueda’s student visa 
expired in July. 

They had applied for “rela¬ 
tive alien” status on the ba¬ 
sis that she was the spouse 
of a U.S. citizen, but the 
federal agency denied 
that petition. 

The letter to Herbert, who 
had applied to be Ueda’s 
sponsor, said that under 
the federal Defense of Mar¬ 
riage Act, the 1996 law say¬ 
ing the government would 
not recognize same-sex 
marriages, they couldn’t 
be considered spouses. 
DOMA defines marriage 
as “only a legal union be¬ 
tween one man and one 
woman as husband and 
wife.” 

“Your spouse is not a per¬ 
son of fhe opposite sex,” 
wrote Robert Cowan, a 
U.S. CIS official. “Therefore, 
under fhe DOMA, your pe- 
tifion musf be denied.” 
Federal immigration au¬ 
thorities demand extensive 
documentation showing a 
binational couple claiming 
to be married really is: wit¬ 
ness statements, property 
records, utility and other 
household bills showing 
both names and the like 
often are required. Herbert 



Frances Herbert, right, and her wife, Takako Ueda, pose for photos with their dog. Little Bear, at their 
home in Dummerston, Vt., Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2011. Federal immigration authorities hove told 
Ueda she needs to leave the United States for her native Japan by Dec. 31, a move that would split 
up a lesbian couple who’ve been together more than a decade and who married under Vermont 
low in April. 

(AP Photo/Matthew Cavanaugh) 


said she and Ueda sub¬ 
mitted 600 pages of such 
evidence with their appli¬ 
cation. Experts say there 
are not reliable numbers 
on how many couples find 
themselves in a similar situ¬ 
ation to that of Herbert and 
Ueda, but it’s believed the 
number is small. Many bi¬ 
national, same-sex couples 
don’t seek spousal status 
for fear of being rejected 
because of DOMA. 

Steve Ralls, spokesman 
for Immigration Equality, a 
nonprofit legal aid group 
that works on immigration 
and sexual orientation is¬ 
sues, said one San Fran¬ 
cisco couple remained 
together despite getting 
government notices that 
one of the men, an Aus¬ 
tralian, needed to leave 
the country, while a New 
Jersey man’s partner had 
been deported to Peru.Q 


2 women share 1st kiss at US Navy ship’s return 


- 



Petty Officer 2nd Class Marissa Gaeta, leff kisses her girlfriend 
of two years. Petty Officer 3rd Class Citlalic Snell at Joint Expe¬ 
ditionary Base Little Creek in Virginia Beach, Va., Wednesday, 
Dec. 22, 2011 after Gaeta’s ship returned from 80 days at sea. It 
fs a time-honored tradition at Navy homecomings - one lucky 
sailor is chosen to be first off the ship for the long-awaited kiss 
with a loved one. On Wednesday, for the first time, the happily 
reunited couple was gay. 


BROCK VERGAKIS 
Associated Press 
VIRGINIA BEACH, Virginia 
(AP) — A Navy tradition 
caught up with the re¬ 
peal of the U.S. military’s 
“don’t ask, don’t tell” rule 
on Wednesday when two 
women sailors became the 
first to share the coveted 
“first kiss” on the pier after 
one of them returned from 
80 days at sea. 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Ma¬ 
rissa Gaeta of Placerville, 
California, descended from 
the USS Oak Hill amphibious 
landing ship and shared a 
quick kiss in the rain with 
her partner. Petty Officer 
3rd Class Ciflalic Snell of Los 
Angeles. 

Gaeta, 23, wore her Navy 
dress uniform while Snell, 22, 
wore a black leather jack¬ 
et, scarf and blue jeans. 
The crowd screamed and 
waved flogs around them. 
“It’s something new, that’s 
for sure,” Gaeta told report¬ 
ers after the kiss. “It’s nice 
to be able to be myself. If’s 
been a long fime coming.” 
For the historical signifi¬ 
cance of the kiss, there was 
little to differentiate it from 
countless others when a 
Navy ship pulls into its home 
port following a deploy¬ 


ment. Neither the Navy nor 
the couple tried to draw 
attention to what was hap¬ 
pening and many onlook¬ 
ers waiting for their loved 
ones to come off the ship 
were busy talking among 
themselves. 

David Bauer, the com¬ 
manding officer of the USS 
Oak Hill, said that Gaeta 
and Snell’s kiss would large¬ 
ly be a non-event and the 
crew’s reaction upon learn¬ 
ing who was selected to 
have the first kiss was posi¬ 


tive. “It’s going to happen 
and the crew’s going to 
enjoy it. We’re going to 
move on and it won’t over¬ 
shadow the great things 
that this crew has accom¬ 
plished over the past three 
months,” Bauer said. 

The ship returned to Joint 
Expeditionary Base Little 
Creek-Fort Story following 
an 80-day deploymenf fo 
Cenfral America. The crew 
of more fhan 300 parfici- 
pated in exercises involving 
the militaries of Honduras, 


Guatemala Colombia and 
Panama as part of Am¬ 
phibious-Southern Partner¬ 
ship Station 2012. 

Both women are Navy fire 
confrolmen, who maintain 
and operate weapons sys¬ 
tems on ships. They met at 
training school where they 
were roommates and have 
been dating for fwo years, 
which they said was diffi¬ 
cult under “don’t ask, don’t 
tell.” 

“We did have to hide it a 
lot in the beginning,” Snell 
said. “A lot of people were 
nof always supporfive of it 
in the beginning, but we 
can finally be honest about 
who we are in our relation¬ 
ship, so I’m happy.” 

Navy officials said it was 
the first time on record that 
a same-sex couple was 
chosen to kiss first upon a 
ship’s return. Sailors and 
their loved ones bought $1 
raffle tickets for the oppor¬ 
tunity. 

Gaeta said she bought $50 
of tickets, a figure that she 
said pales in comparison to 
amounts that some other 
sailors and their loved ones 
had bought. The money 
was used to host a Christ¬ 
mas party for fhe children 
of sailors. □ 
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Obesity prompts ferries capacity change 


DOUG ESSER 
Associated Press 
SEATTLE (AP) — The Wash¬ 
ington state terry service 
isn’t going to start turning 
away hefty passengers, but 
it has had to reduce the ca¬ 
pacity of the nation's larg¬ 
est ferry system because 
people have been packing 
on the pounds. 

Coast Guard vessel stabil¬ 
ity rules that took effect 
nationwide Dec. 1 raised 
the estimated weight of 
the average adult passen¬ 
ger to 185 pounds (84 kilo¬ 
grams) from the previous 
160 pounds (73 kilograms). 


based on population infor¬ 
mation from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre¬ 
vention. 

During the past 20 years, 
there has been a dramatic 
increase in obesity in the 
United States and about 
one-third of American 
adults are now considered 
obese, the CDC says on its 
website. 

The state ferry system has 
complied with the new sta¬ 
bility rules by simply reduc¬ 
ing the listed capacity of its 
vessels. Coast Guard Lt. Eric 
Young said Wednesday. 
“That has effectively re¬ 


duced the amount of pas¬ 
sengers by about 250 pas¬ 
sengers or so depending 
on the particular ferry," said 
Young, who is based in Se¬ 
attle. “They generally carry 
about 2,000, so it's down to 
1,750 now." 

With that many passengers, 
the ferry wouldn’t tip over 
even if everyone ran to 
the side at the same time 
to look at a pod of killer 
whales, he said. 

The state operates 23 white 
and green vessels on 10 
routes across Puget Sound 
and through the San Juan 
Islands to British Columbia. 
Carrying more than 22 mil¬ 
lion passengers a year, it’s 
the biggest ferry system in 


the United States and one 
of the four largest in the 
world, Coursey said. 

The ferries themselves 
could be contributing to 
passenger girth. The galleys 
cater to customers looking 
for fast food they can eat 
while looking out the win¬ 
dows at the scenery and 
seagulls. Calorie counters 
typically aren’t buying the 
hamburgers, hot dogs and 
chicken strips. 

“We do serve light beer,” 
said Peggy Wilkes who 
has worked 20 years for 
the food concessionaire, 
Olympic Cascade Servic¬ 
es, which serves food and 
drinks on 12 of the state 
ferries.Q 


Reports: 

Yahoo explores 
sale of holdings 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Yahoo appears to be get¬ 
ting closer to giving its frus¬ 
trated shareholders some¬ 
thing they’ve long wanted: 
a sale of the Internet com¬ 
pany’s holdings in China 
and Japan. 

The prospect of Yahoo Inc. 
finally consummating o 
deal with China’s Alibaba 
Group and Softbank Corp., 
the controlling owner of 
Yahoo Japan, emerged 
in online reports published 
Wednesday by The New 
York Times and The Wall 
Street Journal. 

Citing unnamed people fa¬ 
miliar with the matter, both 
newspapers reported Ya¬ 
hoo is exploring o proposal 
valued at about $17 billion, 
or $14 per share. The price 
reflects Wall Street’s belief 
that Yahoo’s investments 
in Alibaba Group and Ya¬ 
hoo Japan have become 
the company’s most valu¬ 
able pieces. Yahoo’s U.S. 
business has lost its luster 
as the company’s website 
loses traffic and advertising 
revenue to Internet search 
leader Google Inc. and 
Facebook’s social network. 
Yahoo ended Wednes¬ 
day with a market value 
of about $20 billion, based 
on its stock closing price of 
$15.99. The shares gained 
88 cents, with most of the 
surge occurring after the 
reports of Yahoo’s talks 
with its Asian partners. 

If the deal comes togeth¬ 
er, Alibaba and Softbank 
would contribute cash 
and certain assets to new¬ 
ly formed entities. Yahoo 
would then surrender its 
35 percent stake in Yahoo 
Japan and most of its hold¬ 
ings in Alibaba to gain con¬ 
trol of new entities, accord¬ 
ing to the Times.Q 
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Obama urges lawmakers to extend US payroll tax cut 


Continued from front 

“Let's get this done today,” 
Boehner told Obama, ac¬ 
cording to a speaker’s aide, 
who required anonymity to 
characterize a private con¬ 
versation. 

The White House made 
clear the time for talks were 
over for this year. 

“The negotiating has hap¬ 
pened already,” presiden¬ 
tial spokesman Jay Carney 
said, referring to the Senate 
bill the White House insists 
was sealed with Boehner's 
blessing. 

Boehner disputes that he 
ever gave a nod of support 
to the two-month tax cut 
that many in his caucus op¬ 
pose. 



Rep. Steny Hoyer, D-Md. left, and Rep. Chris Van Hollen, D-AAd., 
speak to reporters on the payroll tax cut on Wednesday, Dec. 
21, 2011 in Washington. 


Deadline looming to ciaim jackpot 


Mike Morris 
2011 Cox Newspapers 
ATLANTA - What would you 
do if you won a $77 mil¬ 
lion lottery jackpot? What 
would you do if you didn't 
discover that you had the 
winning ticket until AFTER 
the deadline for claiming 
the prize? 

That's the scenario that 
could ploy out next week, 
because the 180-day win¬ 
dow for the Georgia Lot¬ 
tery player who won the 
June 29 Powerball jackpot 
to come forward slams shut 
on Monday. 

That winning ticket, with the 
numbers 24, 30, 45, 57 and 
59 and the "Powerball” 
of 26, was sold at the Pilot 
Travel Center truck stop 
along 1-20 just inside the 
state from Alabama. So for, 
no one has come forward 
to stoke a claim to the 


huge jackpot. 

Since players hove just 180 
days to claim any prize 
from online games, next 
Tuesday will be too late 
to claim the money, ac¬ 
cording to Georgia Lottery 
spokeswoman Tondi Red¬ 
dick. 

"Unclaimed Powerball 
jackpot prize funds ore re¬ 
turned proportionately to 
each participating state 
based on that state’s sales 
for the particular drawing,” 
Reddick said. 

She said that in Georgia, 
unclaimed prize money 
goes back into the prize 
pool for future games and 
for special prize promo¬ 
tions, and is ultimately paid 
out to players. 
Multimillion-dollar jackpots 
would normally need to be 
claimed at Georgia Lot¬ 
tery headquarters in down¬ 


town Atlanta or one of the 
seven district lottery offices 
around the state. But if you 
happen to find that $77 mil¬ 
lion jackpot-winning ticket 
otter Thursday, don't go to 
one of those offices, be¬ 
cause they will be closed 
Friday through Monday for 
Christmas. 

"The winner con claim at 
the Georgia Lottery kiosks 
at Hortsfield-Jackson Inter¬ 
national Airport, located in 
the baggage claim areas 
of the North and South ter¬ 
minals,” Reddick said. 
Those kiosks will be open 
from 7 o.m. to 10:30 p.m. 
FT on Friday and Monday, 
from 7 o.m. to 6 p.m. on 
Saturday and from 11 o.m. 
to 6 p.m. on Sunday. 

Mike Morris writes for The 
Atlanta Journal-Constitu¬ 
tion. E-mail: mmorrisjotjojc. 
com.Q 


He and other House mem¬ 
bers coll it o poor and un¬ 
workable tax policy. The 
Cboma campaign is us¬ 
ing social medio sites Twit¬ 
ter and Focebook to try 
to win support. With their 
candidate’s poll numbers 
rising. Democratic opera¬ 
tives seemed almost giddy 
at the prospect of o pro¬ 
longed battle with Repub¬ 
licans. Republican lawmak¬ 
ers relished the battle os 
well, though some of them 
are too inexperienced to 
know that presidents — re¬ 
gardless of party — usu¬ 
ally win such high-profile 
fights, like Bill Clinton did 


over o 1995-96 govern¬ 
ment shutdown or George 
W. Bush did in skirmishes 
on anti-terror policies. Giv¬ 
en Gboma's remarks and 
Reid's refusal to negotiate, 
it was unclear what lever¬ 
age Republicans had in 
the year-end standoff. It 
appeared likely the parti¬ 
san disagreement could 
easily persist post Christmas 
and into the final week of 
the year. The reliably con¬ 
servative editorial page 
of The Wall Street Journal 
blasted both Boehner and 
Sen. Mitch McConnell, the 
Republican leader, for how 
they handled the matter. 
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Japan: 

Decommissioning reactors could take 40 years 


Decommissioning the wrecked reactors at the Fukushima Dai- 
ichi nuciear plant (above) will take 40 years and require the 
use ot robots to remove melted tuel that appears to be stuck to 
the bottom of the reactors’ containment vessels, the Japanese 
government said Wednesday. 


MARTIN FACKLER 
© 2011 New York Time 
TOKYO - Decommissioning 
the wrecked reactors at the 
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
plant will take 40 years and 
require the use at rabots to 
remove melted tuel that ap¬ 
pears to be stuck to the bot¬ 
tom of the reactors’ contain¬ 
ment vessels, the Japanese 
government said Wednes¬ 
day. 

The predictions were con¬ 
tained in a detailed road¬ 
map for fully shutting down 
the three reactors, which 
suffered meltdowns after 
an earthquake and tsunami 
struck the plant March 11. 
The government had previ- 


ausly predicted it would 
take 30 years to clean 
up after the accident 


at Fukushima, the warld's 
worst nuclear disaster since 
Chernobyl in 1986. 

The nuclear crisis minister, 
Goshi Hosono, acknowl¬ 
edged that no country has 
ever had to clean up three 
destroyed reactors at the 
same time. Flosono told re¬ 
porters the decommission¬ 
ing faced challenges that 
were not totally predict¬ 
able, but “we must da it 
even thaugh we may face 
difficulties aicng the way." 
The plan’s release follows 
last week’s declaration by 
Prime Minister Yoshihiko 
Noda that the plant had 
been put into the equiva¬ 
lent ofa “cold shutdown,” a 
stable state that suggested 
the runaway reactars had 
finally been brought under 
control. Critics, however, 
immediately challenged 
that statement, saying it 
was impassible ta call the 
reactors stable when their 
fuel had melted through 
the inner containment ves¬ 
sels, and appeared to be 
attached to the concrete 
bottom of outer contain¬ 
ment vessels. □ 
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World News Briefs 

Colombian officials say 7 rebels killed 

BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — Colombian authorities say 
they’ve killed seven rebels in an attack on a guerrilla 
camp. Officials say the air force bombed the rebel camp 
and that police and soldiers swooped in and captured 
four wounded rebels. National Police Deputy Director 
Gen. Jose Roberto Riano says the camp was in northern 
Bolivar province. Fie says it belonged to guerrillas with the 
National Liberation Army, the smaller of Colombia’s two 
leftist rebel groups. A message was pasted on Colombian 
President Juan Manuel Santos’ Twitter account praising 
the military for what he called a “blew” to the rebel group 
in Wednesday’s raid.Q 

UN envoy now expects 
Yemen power transfer 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The U.N. envoy to Yemen says he 
expects President Abdullah Ali Saleh to honor a deal by 
officially transferring pawer to his vice president on Friday 
and then leave the cauntry for medical treatment. Saleh 
signed the deal last manth after lang delays. Same critics 
fear he wan’t relinquish the title at president even thaugh 
his powers already have been transferred to Vice Presi¬ 
dent Abed Rabbo Mansour Fladi. U.N. envoy Jamal Bena- 
mar said Saleh needs treatment for injuries from a June 
assassination attempt. Fie said after briefing the Security 
Council on Wednesday that the situation in Yemen re¬ 
mains “highly fragile” and the national unity government 
led by Fladi faces huge challenges in re-esfablishing con- 
frol over significanf parts of the country, including some 
al-Qaida run areas. □ 

Grenada police remove workers 

ST. GEORGE’S, Grenada (AP) — Riot police have been 
called out on the island of Grenada in a standaff be- 
fween workers and a brewery. Police cleared about 100 
workers Wednesday for blocking fhe enfrance to Grena¬ 
da Breweries Ltd. Workers were supposed to return from 
a weeklong strike a day earlier, but the company locked 
them out and brought in replacements. Union President 
Chester Flumphrey said the company had proposed a 
2.5 percent pay increase. Fie says workers were seeking 
a 5 percent raise after dropping a previous demand far 7 
percent. Grenada Breweries is awned by Trinidad-based 
Ansa McAL Graup. The campany said in a statement that 
the union had intentionally deadlocked negotiations. 
Prime Minister Tillman Thamas said his gavernment was 
seeking to resolve the dispute. □ 
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Iraq extends deadline for Iranian exiles to leave 



Iraqi police stand guard outside the opposition group’s comp northeast of Baghdad, Iraq. The 
Iraqi government has announced an April deadline for the first time for all 3,400 Iranian exiles in 
Camp Ashraf to leave the country. By that date, a plan must be in place for the exiles, and they 
have to approve it, something that could cause further delays. 

(AP Photo/People’s AAujahedeen Organization of Iron) 


BUSHRA JUHI 
QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — Un¬ 
der international pressure, 
the Iraqi government on 
Wednesday backed ott its 
threat to close a refugee 
camp holding 3,400 Irani¬ 
an exiles by the end of the 
month. 

Instead, Iraq said it will shut 
Camp Ashraf sometime in 
January and insisted that all 
its residents must leave the 
country by April. It promised 
not to deport anyone to 
Iran. 

A spokeswoman for the ex¬ 
iles responded positively to 
elements of the plan and 
insisted that the U.S. and 
U.N. guarantee their safety. 
The extension of the dead¬ 
line raises the likelihood of 
a peaceful resolution to the 
standoff, heading off a pos¬ 
sible bloodbath that many 
international observers have 
feared. 

The future of Camp Ashraf, 
home to exiles dedicated to 
the overthrow of the Iranian 


regime, has been a stick¬ 
ing point for Iraq's Shiite- 
led government, which 
counts Iran as an ally. 

The armed People’s Mu- 


jahedeen Organization 
of Iran first moved to the 
camp during the regime of 
Saddam Hussein, who saw 
the group as a convenient 


ally against Tehran. U.S. sol¬ 
diers disarmed them during 
the invasion of Iraq in 2003. 
Prime Minister Nouri al-Ma- 
liki has been determined 
to close down the camp. 


located in barren terrain 
northeast of Baghdad 
about 50 miles from the Ira¬ 
nian border. 

His government considers 
the camp, which the exiles 
vigorously defend with a 
sophisticated public rela¬ 
tions operation in the West, 
as an affront to Iraq’s sov¬ 
ereignty. 

“We don’t want to hand 
them over to Iran. We don’t 
want to kill them. We don’t 
want to oppress them and 
we don’t want to starve 
them. But their presence 
in Iraq is illegal and illegiti¬ 
mate,” al-Maliki said dur¬ 
ing a press conference 
Wednesday, three days af¬ 
ter the last U.S. soldiers left 
the country. 

The Iraqi government had 
vowed to shut the camp 
completely by the end 
of December and move 
the residents to another 
location. That raised con¬ 
cerns that forcibly remov¬ 
ing them would result in 
violence, and the United 
Nations has been trying to 
broker a deal. □ 


Ultraconservatives support Israel treaty 


AYA BATRAWY 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — The spokes¬ 
man of Egypt’s ultraconser¬ 
vative Islamist party told Is¬ 
raeli Army Radio in unprec¬ 
edented remarks broadcast 
Wednesday that the group 
is not opposed to the coun¬ 
try’s historic peace treaty 
with Israel. 

Yousseri Hamad’s interview 
with the Israeli broadcaster 
is unusual for followers of 
the Salafi Islamic trend, who 
typically shun Israel for its 
policies toward Palestinians 
and its annexation of east 
Jerusalem, home to Islam’s 
third-holiest site. 

The interview countered Is¬ 
raeli fears that Islamist par¬ 
ties would seek to cut ties 
with Israel. 

In his remarks to the Israeli 
station, Hamad said the 
Salafi Hour Party is commit¬ 
ted to agreements signed 
by previous Egyptian gov¬ 
ernments, including the 
1979 peace treaty with Is¬ 
rael. 

“We are not opposed to 
the agreement, and we are 
saying that Egypt is commit¬ 
ted to the agreements that 


previous Egyptian govern¬ 
ment have signed,” he 
said, noting that if Egyp¬ 
tians want changes on the 
treaty, “the place for that 
is the negotiation table.” 

In response to the inter¬ 
view, Israeli Foreign Minis¬ 
try spokesman Yigal Pal¬ 
mer said the comments 
were worth considering. 
“This is certainly food for 


thought and we will of 
course keep observing very 
attentively developments 
in Egypt,” he said. 

Many Israelis are con¬ 
cerned that Islamist parties 
are looking to cancel the 
peace treaty, the first be¬ 
tween Israel and an Arab 
nation. The agreement is 
a pillar of security for both 
countries. □ 
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Egypt’s army rulers hike tone against protesters 


MAGGIE MICHAEL 

SARAH EL DEEB 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Egypt's rul¬ 
ing military escalated its 
tone against pro-democ¬ 
racy activists Wednesday, 
warning of on attempt to 
“topple the state," as gov¬ 
ernment media said a plot 
had been uncovered to 
use upcoming protests to 
throw the country into a 
civil war. 

The statements stepped up 
a campaign by the military 
that has seemed intended 
to demonize protesters in 
the eyes of the Egyptian 
public. The warnings could 
signal a heavier crackdown 
on activists who demand 
that the generals who took 
power after the fall of Hosni 
Mubarak in February step 
down to let civilians rule. 
They came after more than 
four days of heavy clashes 
as soldiers tried to break up 
protests outside parliament 
and the Cabinet head¬ 
quarters in a crackdown 
that killed 14 people and 
left hundreds injured. The 
fighting eased Tuesday, but 
the atmosphere in Egypt's 
already stormy transition 
has become even more bit¬ 
ter and confused. 

The generals and the pra- 
demacracy activists who 
led the 18-day uprising 
that tappled Mubarak are 
lacked in a wcrsening con¬ 
frontation. Some activists 
have put forward propos¬ 
als to try to defuse the clash 


by having the military hand 
over power in January, ei¬ 
ther to the head at the next 
parliament or by holding 


early presidential elections 
to choose a new head of 
state to replace the gener¬ 
als. 

Field Marshal Hussein Tan- 
tawi, head of the ruling mili¬ 
tary cauncil, annaunced 
that parliament would con¬ 
vene January 23, just twa 
days befare the one-year 
anniversary of the start of 
Egypt's uprising, according 
to the state news agency. 


It appeared to be a move 
aimed at blunting an ex¬ 
pected mass demanstra- 
tian an January 25. 


Meanwhile, the country's 
other power player, the 
Muslim Brotherhood, which 
took part in the uprising 
that tappled Mubarak, has 
stayed aut at the fray, re¬ 
fusing to join protests or to 
back demands that mili¬ 
tary move up its planned 
handover of power in June. 
Their stance weakens the 
political pressure on the mil¬ 
itary and bolsters the gener¬ 


als' hands — even though 
the Brotherhood insists it 
wants the army to eventu¬ 
ally step aside. 


Instead, the fundamental¬ 
ist Brotherhood has been 
focused on ongoing, multi¬ 
stage parliamentary elec¬ 
tions, which it is dominating. 
Its main concern is to try 
to ensure the power of the 
new legislature, in which it 
will be the biggest faction, 
giving it a strong hand in 
writing the next constitution. 
“We don't get into conflict 
with anybody. We don't 


believe in this policy (of pro¬ 
tests). Any clash is a pure 
evil. We dan't have any 
interest in confrantatian," 
said Sobhi Saleh, a lead¬ 
ing Bratherhoad figure wha 
won a parliament seat in 
an earlier round of the 
elections. 

The army's crackdown has 
drawn heavy U.S. criticism, 
particularly after soldiers 
beat women protesters 
and stripped one half na¬ 
ked in the streets. Secretary 
of State Hillary Rodham 
Clintan called treatment of 
the women a “disgrace," 
and an Wednesday the 
State Department said she 
spoke by phone to Egypt's 
prime minister to register 
deep U.S. concerns. 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Mohammed Kamel Amr 
said Egypt “won't accept 
any foreign interference ... 
whether from the United 
States or anybody else." 

On Wednesday, the ruling 
military council issued a 
statement on its Facebook 
page saying more protests 
are aimed at “toppling the 
state.” 

A harsher warning came 
from an unidentified high- 
ranking intelligence official 
quoted in the state news 
agency as saying authari- 
ties uncavered a plot to 
“drag the pure youth and 
lasers in the parliamentary 
elections into foiling the 
parliament elections and 
toppling the army and the 
state.”a 



Egyptian women chant slogans during a protest demanding the military step down in Cairo, 
Egypt, Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2011. Thousands of women marched through central Cairo 
demanding Egypt's ruling military step down in an unprecedented show of outrage over soldiers 
who dragged women by the hair and stomped on them, and stripped one holt-naked in the 
street during o fierce crackdown on activists the post week. 

(AP Photo/Hossam All) 
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Mexican cartel member arrives in U.S. courthouse 


GARY MARTIN 
© 2011 San Antonio Express 
MEXICO CITY/WASHING¬ 
TON - A Mexican drug 
cartel member accused 
of killing U.S. agent Jaime 
Zapata was extradited 
from Mexico and quickly 
transported to Washington 
where he was arraigned 
in federal court on murder 
charges Wednesday. The 
surprising courtroom ap¬ 
pearance of Julian Zapata 
Espinoza, known as "El Pio- 
lin” or "Tweety Bird,” fol¬ 
lowed his arrival from Mex¬ 
ico on Tuesday to face a 
four-count indictment. He is 
charged with murder in the 
death of Zapata, a special 
agent for U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement, 
and the attempted murder 
of ICE special agent Victor 
Avila, one count of a mur¬ 
der and attempted murder 
of internationally protected 
persons and one count of 
using a firearm during the 
crimes. "The indictment. 



From left: Andrea Escamilla Juarez, aka la Negra', 21, Rene 
Cortez Zapata, aka “El Nicanor”, 45, Nestor Hugo Del Angel 
Ferretis, aka “El Tango”, 29, Jose De Jesus Mosqueda Mora, 
aka “El Chucho”, 41, Jorge Fernando Larios Nossiff, aka “El 
Camaron”, 57, and Ricardo Abraham Velazquez Del Castillo, 
aka “El Ricardillo”, 24, all alleged members of a cell belonging 
to the Gulf Cartel criminal organization, are shown to the 
press by federal police in Mexico City. A Mexican drug cartel 
member accused of killing U.S. agent Jaime Zapata was 
extradited from Mexico and quickly transported to Washington 
where he was arraigned in federal court on murder charges 
Wednesday. 

(AP Photo/German Garcia) 

unsealed today, and the reflect the Justice Depart- 
successful extradition of ment’s vigorous and deter- 
Piolin to the United States, mined efforts to seek justice 


EU court upholds carbon 
trade plan for aviation 


decision could deepen EU’s cop-ond-trode system 
rather than quell the dis- will pose growing threats 
pute, raised in o lawsuit to aviation market access 
brought by the trade orga- in both developed and 
nization Airlines for America emerging markets next 



An airplane lifts off at Berlin's Tegel airport during snowy and 
stormy weather. The European Union's highest court upheld on 
Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2011 the EU's right to impose its cap-and- 
trade carbon trading scheme on international airlines that use 
European airports, rejecting a suit brought by North American 
airlines. 

(AP Photo/Markus Schreiber, File) 


ARTHUR MAX 
Associated Press 
AMSTERDAM (AP) — U.S. 
airlines failed Wednesday 
to block an EU law charg¬ 
ing airlines flying to Europe 
for their carbon pollution. 
The decision by an EU 
court was widely hailed by 
environmentalists but the 
Fitch ratings agency said 
it raised the specter of a 
global trade dispute. 

The European Court of 
Justice in Luxembourg dis¬ 
missed arguments that 
imposing the European 
Union's cop-and-trade 
carbon credits program 
on flights to and from Euro¬ 
pean airports infringes on 
national sovereignty or vio¬ 
lates international aviation 
treaties. U.S. and other non- 
European airlines had sued 
the EU, arguing that they 
were exempt from the law. 
Environmentalists called the 
law a first step in controlling 
carbon emissions in a key 
economic sector, and EU 
officials said they expected 
airlines to comply. 

But Fitch Ratings said the 


and several U.S. airlines and 
supported by China, Indio 
and other countries with in¬ 
ternational carriers. 

“We believe threats of 
trade retaliation over the 


year,” Fitch said. Retaliation 
could come in the form of 
slot allocations at airports 
and authorizing routes, 
especially in developing 
countries, Fitch said. □ 


for agents Zapata and Avi¬ 
la,” said Lanny Breuer, as¬ 
sistant U.S. attorney gener¬ 
al. The extradition of Zapa¬ 
ta Espinoza to face charg¬ 
es in the United States was 
called "a significant de¬ 
velopment in the ongoing 
investigation,” said Kevin 
Perkins, the assistant direc¬ 
tor for the FBI Criminal In¬ 
vestigative Division. Zapa¬ 
ta, 32, of Brownsville, Texas, 
was gunned down Feb. 
15 by members of the Los 


Zetas drug cartel. He and 
Avila were ambushed while 
traveling between Mexico 
City and Monterrey, near 
San Luis Potosi, Mexico. 
Avila was wounded. The 
agents at the time were 
acting as consultants to 
Mexican authorities in the 
battle against the drug car¬ 
tels. Breuer said U.S. officials 
and fheir Mexican counfer- 
parts were working closely 
"to hold violent criminals 
accountable. ”□ 
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The nine lives of Corine Roitfeld 


ERIC WILSON 
© 2011 New York Times 

Arriving at a couture show 
lost July, Corine Roitteld, 
the most tomous-though- 
underemployed fashion 
editor in France, was asked 
for her autograph. Roitfeld 
signed her name on an 
outdated photograph 
and asked the young man 
who had handed her the 
picture what he intended 
to do with it. 

He said he meant to sell it 
on eBay. 

Roitfeld considered this 
for barely a moment, then 
turned bock with the hint 
of a smile and replied, “It’s 
interesting to know how 
much you are worth." 
Watching this scene, 
which appears in a short 
film Loic Prigent made for 
W magazine, you might 
have suspected that she 
already has a fairly good 
idea. Despite having 
given up the powerful 
editorship of French Vogue 
last December and being 
replaced by Emmanuelle 
Alt, a colleague she once 
considered to be her 
ally, Roitfeld has had any 
number of occasions this 
year to measure her worth 
- or rather, more correctly, 
to flaunt it. 

She has been celebrated 
by Barneys New York with 
window displays and a 
catalog that she styled 
and for which she chose all 
the models (namely, herself 
and her children). 

She has collaborated 
with at least four fashion 
magazines, including V 
and W, and styled the 
clothing in advertisements 
for Chanel and Givenchy, 
all the while promising to 
start a new magazine of 
her own. 

She gave two of the most 
outrageous parties ever 
seen, attended by virtually 
the entire power strata 
of fashion, with Valentino 
singing karaoke in an 
ironically seedy nightclub 
in New York in September, 
and Alexander Wang and 
Riccardo Tisci dressed 
as vampires in Paris in 
October. 

Rarely has the stock price 
of a fashion figure shown 
such resilience, after taking 
a severe blow to the side. 



Carine Roitfeld, the former edifor of French Vogue, with Peter Dundas, left, and Kanye West at 
Roitfeld’s vampire-themed party in Paris. Despite having given up the powerful ediforship of French 
Vogue last December and being replaced by Emmanuelle Alt, a colleague she once considered 
to be her ally, Roitfeld has had any number of occasions fhis year fo measure her worth, or rather, 
to flaunt it. 

(Valerio AAezzanotti/The New York Times) 



Carine Roitfeld, fhe former edifor of French Vogue, af The 
Standard hotel in New York. 

(Robert Wright/The New York Times) 


since Lady Duff-Gordon 
survived the sinking of the 
Titanic. 

One could argue that 
Roitfeld, 57, who left a 
trail of bad blood behind 
her at French Vogue, has 
taken every opportunity to 
demonstrate the value of 
her brand, post-Vogue. 

In the fall, she was the talk 
of Fashion Week in Paris, 
where Roitfeld, despite 
being unattached to a 
magazine, remained a 
fixture of the front rows. 
At her party, a Bal des 
Vampires held on the last 
night of the collections in 
a subterranean caviar bar 
lined with red velvet, Anna 
Dello Russo towered above 
the scene wearing a 
headdress that resembled 
a demented swan, while 
Olivier Theyskens was 
terrifying all the models 
with his realistic looking 
fangs and amber-colored 
contact lenses. 

Amid the Champagne 
and cigarettes, one rumor 
making the rounds was 
that Roitfeld had asked 
designers to seat her 
directly across from Alt, her 
successor at French Vogue 
and her former friend. As 
with the turnout at her 
vampire party (Alber Elbaz, 
Karl Lagerfeld, Kanye 
West, Uma Thurman, 
everyone else), Roitfeld 


seemed to be making a 
pointed statement that her 
considerable star power 
had nothing to do with 
her employer, nor had it 
diminished one bit. 

During a recent interview in 
New York, Roitfeld denied 


that any attempt at such 
seating manipulation took 
place. She said she sat 
closer to editors from U.S. 
publications, or on the 
same side of the runway 
as Alt. “I was not very often 
sitting just in front of her," 


she said. 

That the Roitfeld-Alt rivalry 
made for a good story, 
she agreed, as it played 
into all the Machiavellian 
things you hear about the 
terribly competitive editors 
at Vogue and Conde Nast. 
Perched on a sofa in the 
chilly lobby of the Mark 
hotel, wearing a tight black 
skirt, towering heels and 
a fur bomber that was 
a holdout from the last 
Givenchy show (which she 
styled, by the way), she 
said she regretted nothing 
about losing Alt's friendship, 
which had lasted for the 10 
years Roitfeld had edited 
the magazine. 

“Maybe this was not 
supposed to be a 
friendship,” Roitfeld said. 
“If I look at the balance, 
maybe I lost some people 
I thought were my friends, 
but I made so many new 
friends. I am very happy, in 
the end, because I am the 
winner.” 

Sorry? That French accent 
can be tough. Did you say 
... ? 

“I am the winner," she 
repeated. “At the end of 
the day.” 

This has been one of 
Roitfeld's better years, but 
was there a contest? By all 
accounts, French Vogue 
has been performing well 
under the direction of Alt. 
(She declined to comment 
for this article.) 

After the strangeness of 
Roitfeld's departure from 
French Vogue, which she 
maintains was mutually 
agreed upon with Conde 
Nast, she came to New 
York, where her children, 
Julia and Vladimir Restoin 
Roitfeld, live. 

She had agreed not to go to 
any fashion shows that first 
season, but she did attend 
her son’s gallery opening 
and visited designers like 
Wang, and also began to 
make plans. 

After meeting with Dennis 
Freedman, the creative 
director of Barneys, which 
was embarking on a major 
makeover, she was hired to 
guest-edit the retailer’s fall 
catalog and ad campaign, 
timed to coincide with a 
retrospective book of her 
work, “Irreverent,” being 
published by Rizzoli.Q 





















An open invitation to health professionals 


39th Health Seminar promotes professional education 


ORANJESTAD - A wide 
range of topics, from health 
fields including dentistry, 
podiatry, and ophthalmol¬ 
ogy, will be explored in an 
upcoming seminar that will 
be held in the Members 
Lounge of the Ployo Undo 
Beach Resort, December 
26 - 29, 2011. 

The 39th Aruba Health 
Seminar, sponsored by the 
Monmouth-Oceon County 
Dental Society, features 
lectures by doctors and 
dentists from Aruba and 
abroad, and welcomes 
the attendance of inter¬ 
ested health professionals. 
The annual Health Seminar 
uses a multi-disciplinary ap¬ 
proach in promoting ongo¬ 
ing professional education. 
The seminar, first launched 
by visiting medical profes¬ 
sionals from the states, re¬ 
mains an annual event, 
with main organizers in¬ 
cluding Robert J. Isaacson, 
D.D.S. and Herbert F. Hein, 
M.D., from New Jersey, and 
Dr. Rick Samuels, from Aru¬ 



ba. 

A long list of distinguished 
dental and medical pro¬ 
fessionals are scheduled to 
participate in the seminar 
with discussions to revolve 
around a number of fea¬ 
tured lectures. 

The first day of the semi¬ 
nar, Monday, December 
26, will begin with an in¬ 
troduction by Dr. Robert J. 
Isaacson, and an “Aruba 
update” provided by Dr. 
Rick Samuels. Aruba’s Os¬ 
wald R. Wever, M.D., Ph.D., 
will offer a view of “Aruba’s 
Genetic Structure in 2011 
Analyzed with Mitochon¬ 
drial DNA, Sickeldex and 
Blood-Group Distributions: 
Correlations with Disease 
Prevalences in Cross-Ethnic 
Medicine.” Lectures will 
also be presented through 
audio-visual presentations 
with “Medical Emergen¬ 
cies in the Dental Office” 



by Stanley Malamed, and 
“Implant Placement with Si¬ 
multaneous GBR” by Daniel 
Buser. 

Seminar highlights also in¬ 
clude lectures by Stanley 
L. Pollock, D.M.D., MS, PhD, 
JD, on “The Employees 
and the Health Profession” 
on Tuesday, December 


27; Scott E. Metzger, M.D., 
presenting “The Physician” 
and David B. Ettinger, M.D., 
D.M.D, speaking on “Den- 
toalveolar Injuries, Maxil¬ 
lofacial Trauma and Com¬ 
mon Oral Lesions: Evalu¬ 
ation and Treatment” on 
Wednesday, December 28; 
and Steven Deitch, D.P.M, 



F.A.C.F.A.S, with “The Aging 
of the Lower Extremities” 
and Herbert F. Hein, M.D. 
presenting “The External 
Eye” on the final day of the 
seminar, Thursday, Decem¬ 
ber 29. 

Full program details are 
available at registration, 
which will take place each 


morning at 9 a.m., Decem¬ 
ber 26 - 29, in the Members 
Lounge of the Playa Linda 
Beach Resort. Profession¬ 
als from dentistry, medicine 
and health-related fields 
are invited to attend the 
lectures and contribute to 
the subsequent discussions. 
□ 
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The Radisson Associates Enjoy an Elegant 

Year End Dinner & Dance 


Palm Beach - The Radisson 
associated were invited 
to the traditional yearend 
celebration with nothing 
but fun on the program. 
With the annual year-end 
awards scheduled for early 
January, the party in the 
Grand Caribbean Ballroom 
featured an uninterrupted 
flow of food, drink and 
dance music with crowd- 
pleosers. Tsunami. 

The resort's executive 
committee members with 
General Manager Rob 
Smith and his wife Diana, 
were on hand to welcome 
associates with their 
guests to the party, and 
wish them an enjoyable 
evening, thank them for 
their contributions during 
the resort’s refresh in the 
outgoing year and look 
forward for the year ahead, 
and all the blessings and 
challenges it may bring.Q 
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Stephanie Maduro, Nicolas Gei & Cesar Tromp win 
top honors at La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 




Enjoy extended hours at the dining 
and entertainment venues! 
Located in the heart of Oranjestad at 
the Renaissance Resort! 


Eagle Beach - The awards 
gala at the Renaissance 
Convention Center intro¬ 
duced the winners of top 
honors from among the re¬ 
sort associates for 2011. 
Stephanie Maduro, from 
the Food & Beverage 
department wha distin¬ 
guished herself this year 
won the Associate at the 
Year award with Enman- 
uel Antonio, Engineering, 
and Minerva Hayes, Front 
Office, as the two runner 


ups. Engineering supervisor 
Nicolas Gei who was the 
driving force behind many 
of the resort's projects this 
year won the Supervisor of 
the Year award and ac¬ 
counting veteran Cesar 
Tromp won the Manager at 
the Year trophy, for his vast 
cantributians ta the rena- 
vatian project. 

General Manager Jae Naj¬ 
jar and members of his ex¬ 
ecutive committee had 
the honor of presenting 


the winners to an elegant 
crawd of resort associates 
celebrating aver excellent 
food, drinks and dance 
music. The resort had a 
memorable year, says 
Najaar with tremendous 
results crowned by the re¬ 
sort’s 20th anniversary cele¬ 
bration, the opening of the 
stylish new lobby and the 
conclusian at the extensive 
three-year renovatian and 
renewal undertaking. □ 


ssance Mall & Marketplace 
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Shop at Renaissance to find 
the perfect holiday gift! 

Stores are open from 
Monday - Saturday from 
10 am - 8 pm. 
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Holiday luncheon enjoyed by S.V.G.A. at Aqua Grill 








PALM BEACH — Aqua Grill 
restaurant in Palm Beach 
is not only a critically-ac¬ 
claimed seafood restau¬ 
rant—it is also the premier 
restaurant to host group 
events for companies and 


organizations from both 
here on the island as well 
os groups from abroad 
traveling to Aruba for in¬ 
centive trips and conven¬ 
tions. Aqua Grill’s staff is 
seasoned in the fine art of 


event planning, and can 
accommodate special re¬ 
quests, menus tailored for a 
specific event and budget, 
and con assist in coordinat¬ 
ing all the details for a flaw¬ 
less and memorable affair. 


Aqua Grill is open nightly, 
but pictured here is a group 
of 84 people from S.V.G.A 
(Stichting voor Verstond- 
elijk Gehondicapte), a lo¬ 
cal foundation for intellec¬ 
tual challenged individuals. 


who arranged for a special 
daytime luncheon event. 

For more information about 
planning a group event, 
or to simply make reserva¬ 
tions, call 586-5900. □ 
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Boxer Floyd Moyweother 
Jr. listens os his attorney 
speaks on his behalf before 
sentencing In Clark County 
District Court, Wednesday, 
Dec. 21, 2011, In Las Vegas. 

Associated Press 

Mayweather 
gets 90 jail 
days 

in Vegas case 

By KEN RIHER 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — Boxer 
Floyd Mayweather Jr. was 
sentenced Wednesday to 
90 days in a Las Vegas jail 
after pleading guilty to a 
reduced battery domes¬ 
tic violence charge and 
no contest to two harass¬ 
ment charges. The 34-year- 
old Mayweather also was 
ordered to complete 100 
hours of community ser¬ 
vice and pay a $2,500 fine. 
The plea deal avoids trial on 
felony allegations that the 
undefeated prizefighter hit 
his ex-girlfriend and threat¬ 
ened two of their children 
during an argument at her 
home in September 2010. 
Prosecutor Lisa Luzaich told 
Justice of the Peace Melissa 
Saragosathat Mayweather 
has been in trouble before 
and hasn’t been punished. 
“He just continually gets 
himself into trouble and he 
is able to get himself out 
of it as well," she said. “Es¬ 
sentially it is because he is 
who he is and is able to get 
away with everything." 

“The only thing that’s going 
to get this man’s attention 
is incarceration,” the pros¬ 
ecutor said. 

Continued on Next page 
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LSU’s Les Miles wins AP coach of the year 



In this Dec. 3, 2011, file photo, LSU head coach Les Miles reacts 
after their 42-10 win over Georgia in the Southeastern Conference 
championship NCAA college football game In Atlanta. Miles was 
selected as The Associated Press college football coach of the 
year on Tuesday, Dec. 20, 2011. 


By BREn MARTEL 
AP Sports Writer 
BATON ROUGE, La. (AP)— 

LSU’s 2011 season will be 
remembered for challeng¬ 
ing Les Miles' crisis-man¬ 
agement skills over and 
over again. 

It could also go down as 
the greatest season in the 
history of a program that 
has been around since 
1893. 

Now within one more victo¬ 
ry of on unbeaten season 
and a BCS notional title. 
Miles has been voted The 
Associated Press Coach of 
the Year. 

Thirty of 56 votes cast went 
to Miles. Bill Snyder of Kan¬ 
sas State was second with 
16, Mike Gundy ofOkla- 
homa State had six, Brady 
Hoke of Michigan got three 
and Lane Kiffin of Southern 
California had one. 

As Miles reflected on the 
various trials he dealt with 
this season in an interview 
with the AP this week, he 
spoke in a hushed tone 
and recounted a talk he 
had long ago with his fa¬ 
ther in the kitchen of his 
childhood home in Elyria, 
Ohio. 

When Miles was around 
12 years old, he was wor¬ 
ried about his dad, Hope 


report to the Clark County 
jail on Jan. 6. 

Moyweather’s lawyer, Kar¬ 
en Winckler, said she may 
appeal what she called an 
unusual sentence. 
Moyweather would likely 
serve most of the 90-day 
sentence, but could serve 
several weeks less if he gets 
credit for good behavior, 
said Officer Bill Cassell, a 
Las Vegas police spokes¬ 
man. 

Moyweather and his man¬ 
ager, Leonard Ellerbe, de¬ 
clined comment outside 
the courtroom. 

Winckler had argued that 
the public would benefit 
more if Moyweather per¬ 
forms 100 hours of commu¬ 
nity service with children. 
The judge said she was 
swayed by Moyweather’s 


“Bubba” Miles, who'd been 
passed over for a promo¬ 
tion and subsequently laid 
off, all while dealing with 
the death of his own father. 
“We’ll be fine,” the LSU 
coach recalled his father 
telling him. “It's the reac¬ 
tion to the difficult times; 
it’s always those days when 
something does not come 


admission that he hit Josie 
Harris and twisted her arm, 
and that two of their chil¬ 
dren, ages 9 and 10 wit¬ 
nessed the attack. 
Sorogoso noted that po¬ 
lice reported Moyweather 
threatened to kill or moke 
Harris “disappear,” and 
that their 10-year-old son 
ran from the house and 


Associated Press 

your way and you have 
to make the best move— 
that’s what’s going to make 
your life rich.” 

However LSU’s season 
ends in the BCS title gome 
against No. 2 Alobamaon 
Jon. 9 in the Superdome, it 
will go down as one of the 
more memorable chapters 
in the history of Louisiana's 


jumped a back gate to 
fetch security. Moyweather 
had taken cellphones be¬ 
longing to Harris and the 
two boys, she said. 
“Punishment is appropri¬ 
ate,” Sarogoso said. “No 
matter who you are, you 
hove consequences to your 
actions when they escalate 
to this level of violence. ”□ 


most storied college foot¬ 
ball program. The events 
that could have derailed 
the 2011 campaign were 
numerous and diverse, yet 
the Tigers dominated just 
about every team they 
faced. 

There was a preseason bar 
fight that led to starting 
quarterback Jordan Jeffer¬ 
son’s early season suspen¬ 
sion. There was preseason 
coaching shuffle brought 
on by former offensive 
coordinator Steve Krog- 
thorpe’s Parkinson's dis¬ 
ease diagnosis. Starting re¬ 
ceiver Russell Shepard was 
suspended three games 
because he talked out of 
turn about an NCAA probe 
of a scouting service. Then 
there were the midseason, 
one-game suspensions of 
three key players—star cor- 
nerback Tyrann Mathieu, 
starting running back- 
Spencer Ware and nickel 
back Tharcid Simcn—for 
failing school administered 
drug tests. 

Through it all, the Tigers won 
big, starting with a season¬ 
opening 13-point triumph 
over then No. 3 Oregon on 
a neutral field in Dallas, 
barely mare than a week 
after learning they'd be 
withaut Jeffersan or Shepa¬ 
rd. 

Of their 13 victaries, 12 have 
come by double digits and 
seven by 30 or more points. 
The lone exception was a 
tense 9-6 overtime triumph 
at Alabama highlighted 
by spectacular defensive 
plays. 

LSU won its first eight games 
with pocket passer Jar- 
rett Lee taking most of the 
snaps, and the rest with Jef¬ 
ferson getting the bulk of 
the work, often running op¬ 
tion plays. 

Miles said he was proud of 
his staff for being adapt¬ 
able enough to design 
game plans around differ¬ 
ent styles of quarterbacks, 
and praud at his players 
far their “na-excuses” ap¬ 
proach to every game. 
“They didn't see (the sus- 
pensians) as something 
they could not overcome in 
any way,” Miles said. “They 
recognized that we’ve got 
two veteran quarterbacks 
and some guys that can 
step in for anybody if they 
happen to miss their start. 


and that we were not go¬ 
ing to let those things that 
were an the perimeter af 
this pragram affect us.” 
Miles, his staff, and his play¬ 
ers entered 2011 sensing 
they would be among the 
best in the nation follow¬ 
ing an 11-2 2010 campaign 
capped by a dominant 
Cotton Bowl victory. 

The roster was laden with 
talented players who'd 
thrived as underclassmen. 
Sa when Michigan Athletic 
Director Dave Brandon flew 
last January to Baton Rouge 
to gauge Miles' interest in 
returning to his alma mater, 
where he’d played for Hall 
of Earner Bo Schembechler, 
Miles decided to stick with 
the job he had. 

LSU did not even have to 
give Miles a raise ta keep 
him, althaugh he did get 
bath an extension and an 
increased budget for assis¬ 
tants, which he felt would 
further strengthen the foun¬ 
dation of the program. 

“I looked at this building 
and the number of quality 
men and women that I was 
fortunate to work with— 
players, coaches, staff— 
and the idea that I would 
blow this up is just some¬ 
thing I was not prepared ta 
da,” Miles said. “I wanted 
to coach this team.” 
Althaugh Miles has won 
75 games and a national 
title since becoming LSU’s 
coach in 2005, he hasn’t 
always been popular in Ba¬ 
ton Rouge. 

LSU struggled to stay in the 
natianal title picture in 2008 
and 2009, and an episade 
of late-game clock mis¬ 
management at Mississip¬ 
pi in 2009 was only made 
warse when he tried to ex¬ 
plain it in his typically odd 
manner of speaking, which 
sometimes invites mock¬ 
ery with its disjointed syn¬ 
tax and the use of verbs as 
nouns. 

Gundy, who coached with 
Miles far several years, said 
talking an TV was never the 
LSU caach’s strength. 

“I don’t think he gets 
enough credit for being 
a pretty smart football 
coach,” Gundy said. “What 
you see on TV is not really 
him at all.” 

The AP coach of the year 
award has been handed 
out since 1998. □ 


Continued from page 17 

Moyweather stood still in 
a striped olive vest and 
showed no reaction when 
the judge imposed the sen¬ 
tence and told him he must 



Boxer Floyd Moyweather Jr., left, has his tie adjusted by his 
manager Leonard Eiierbe whiie waiting for sentencing in Clark 
County District Court, Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2011, in Las Vegas. 

Associated Press 
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Marshall beats Florida International in bowl clash 


FRED GOODALL 
AP Sports Writer 

ST. PETERSBURG, Florida (AP) — Ra- 

keem Cato threw for 226 yards 
and two touchdowns and Ty¬ 
ler Warner kicked o pair of field 
goals, helping Marshall beat Flor¬ 
ida International 20-10 in college 
football’s Beef ‘O'Brady’s Bowl on 
Tuesday. Cato threw TD passes of 
31 and 35 yards to Aaron Dobson, 
the latter putting the game away 
in the closing seconds. Warner’s 
39-yard field goal, set up by a 
blocked punt, snapped a 10-10 tie 
with 5:16 remaining. Marshall (7-6) 
overcame a slow start to win five 
of its last seven gomes and avoid 
a losing record in its second sea¬ 
son under coach Doc Holliday. FlU 
(8-5) was denied a school-record 
ninth victory and there was specu¬ 
lation that coach Mario Cristobal 
may be a leading candidate to fill 
a job opening at Pittsburgh. Cato, 
who is one of 28 players on West 
Virginia-based Marshall’s roster re¬ 
cruited from the state of Florida, 
completed 27 of 39 passes and 
was intercepted once. Dobson 


had seven receptions for 81 yards, 
including a TD catch that wiped 
out a 10-3 FlU lead just before 
halftime. T.Y. Hilton scored on a 
2-yard run for FlU, which also got a 
46-yard field goal from Jack Grif¬ 
fin. Hilton had eight catches for 
88 yards, ran for 22 yards on three 
carries and returned two kickoffs 
for 36 yards, but quarterback Wes¬ 
ley Carroll had difficulty getting 
the ball to him in open space in 
the second half. Carroll was 19 of 
29 passing for 150 yards. 

Marshall struggled with a tough 
early schedule this season, losing 
three gomes in September before 
regrouping late tp win four of six, 
becoming bowl eligible and finish¬ 
ing second behind Southern Mis¬ 
sissippi in the Conference USA East 
Division. FlU is a relative newcomer 
to the Football Bowl Subdivision. 
The Panthers only launched their 
football program in 2002, joined 
the Sun Belt Conference in 2005 
and has mode steady progress in 
five seasons under Cristobal, who 
led the school to its first Sun Belt 
championship a year ago.Q 



Marshall defensive lineman Vinny Curry celebrates after the team defeated 
Florida International 20-10 to win the Beef ‘O’ Brady’s Bowl college football game 
Tuesday, Dec. 20, 2011, in St. Petersburg, Flo. 

Associated Press 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your piate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successfui fishermen 
of the estabiished seafood 
restaurant Driftwood in 
Oranjestad. 

Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweather has a love 
and passion for fishing. 
A fisherman who knows 
about fish, what our local 
waters have to offer, and 
what the words "fresh sea¬ 
food” really mean. 

What Herby catches will be 
served in his restaurant on 
the same day. Herby loves 
to share his fishing passion 
with the many visitors to the 
island. His fleet of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and a 50 ft. Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called "Driftwood I and II, 
is available for charters on 
a daily basis from 8am to 
12 noon and from 1 pm to 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


5pm. 

Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: 
captain, mate, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. 
You can call Herby directly 
at (297) 592 4040 or go to 
www.driftwoodaruba.com . 

Driftwood Restaurant 


This authentic Aruban sea¬ 
food restaurant is located 
in characteristic downtown 
Oranjestad. Their extend¬ 
ed menu has been jubled 
by many. Driftwood offers 
daily specials, as well as a 
delicious 3-course menu for 
just $24. 

Charter deep sea fishing 
rates: 

$400-1/2 day 


$760- full day 
Rates per boat 
Max. 6 people 
Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood 
Restaurant; Klipstraat 12, 
Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.driftwoodaruba.com 

Opening hours: every day, 
but Tuesdays from 5pm till 1 
0:30pm.Q 
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Aaron Rodgers is 2011 AP Male Athlete of Year 


By CHRIS JENKINS 
GREEN BAY, Wis. (AP) 

— When Aaron Rodg¬ 
ers needs to rekindle the 
feelings that drove his rise 
from a junior college quar¬ 
terback to Super Bowl MVP, 
he doesn’t hove to look 
too for. 

Rodgers held on to the 
many rejection letters he 
received from marquee 
college programs os he 
was coming out of high 
school. Even today, he 
leaves a few of them sitting 
out at his house. 

“I chose the couple that 
I thought were most de¬ 
meaning to display in o 
space in my house that 
really nobody is able to 
see but myself,” Rodgers 
said. “It’s something that I 
think is important to keep 
fresh on your mind. Maybe 
not every day, but once o 
week your eyes might pan 
across it and you have o 
little lough about the jour¬ 
ney you’ve been on — at 
the some time, remember¬ 
ing that there still ore peo¬ 
ple out there that you con 
prove something to.” 

Good luck finding those 
doubters now. 

Rodgers is the 2011 Male 
Athlete of the Year, chosen 
by members of The Associ¬ 
ated Press, after he turned 
in on MVP performance in 
the Green Boy Packers’ Su¬ 
per Bowl victory over the 
Pittsburgh Steelers in Feb¬ 
ruary and then went on to 
lead his team on o long un¬ 
beaten run this season. 
Rodgers received 112 votes 
out of the 212 ballots sub¬ 
mitted from U.S. news orga¬ 
nizations that moke up the 
AP’s membership. Detroit 
Tigers pitcher Justin Ver- 
londer finished second with 
50 votes, followed by tennis 
standout Novak Djokovic 
(21), Carolina Panthers 
rookie quarterback Com 
Newton (6) and NASCAR 
champion Tony Stewart (5). 
Rodgers is one of three 
quarterbacks to receive 
the honor in the post five 
years. The New Orleans 
Saints’ Drew Brees won in 
2010 and the New England 
Patriots’ Tom Brody won in 
2007. 

Rodgers soys it still feels “sur¬ 
real at times” to be consid¬ 
ered among the biggest 



In this Feb. 6 , 2011, file photo. Green Bay Packers quarterback 
Aaron Rodgers (12) celebrates with Jordy Nelson, left, after Nel¬ 
son scored a touchdown during the first half of the NFL Super 
Bowl XLV football game against the Pittsburgh Steelers in Arling¬ 
ton, Texas. 


the bench behind Brett Fo- 
vre and a tumultuous first 
year os o starter. 

If Rodgers’ path to star¬ 
dom had been smoother, 
he soys he wouldn’t be the 
player — or person — he is 
today. 

“It’s something that gives 
me perspective oil the 
time, knowing that the 
rood I took was difficult. But 
it did shape my character 
and it shaped my gome as 
well,” Rodgers said. “I try 
and keep that on my mind 
os a good perspective, but 
also os o motivator, know¬ 
ing that it took o lot to get 
to where I am now and it’s 
going to take o lot to stay 
where I’m at.” 

Strangely, earning wide¬ 
spread respect through¬ 
out the sports world could 
become a challenge in 
and of itself for Rodgers, 
who draws motivation 


from proving himself to his 
doubters and critics. 

Is that becoming more dif¬ 
ficult? 

“It would only be tougher 
if you stopped remember¬ 
ing or drawing or thinking 
about those things,” Rodg¬ 
ers said. “And I think o great 
competitor has to hove at 
least some sort of chip on 
their shoulder, or at least 
the attitude that you hove 
something to prove every 
time you take the (field).” 
Unable to attract attention 
from a big-time college 
program, Rodgers played 
o year at Butte College 
in Oroville, Calif., near his 
hometown of Chico. His 
ploy there eventually got 
the attention of Col coach 
Jeff Tedford, and Rodgers 
transferred. 

Rodgers thrived at Col and 
went into the 2005 NFL draft 
expecting to be taken ear- 


NFL makes 2 changes in concussion protocois 


names in sports. 

“Those guys are household 
names, the best of the 
best,” Rodgers said. “(It’s) 
special to win the award, 
and something I’ll remem¬ 
ber.” 

Through 14 gomes this sea¬ 
son, Rodgers has complet¬ 
ed 68.1 percent of his pass¬ 
es for 4,360 yards with 40 
touchdowns and six inter¬ 
ceptions. The Packers ore 
13-1, and Rodgers’ ploy is 
leaving people speechless 
— even his coach, Mike 
McCarthy. 

“I’m running out of things to 
soy about him,” McCarthy 
said earlier this month, otter 
Rodgers drove the Packers 
into position for o lost-sec¬ 
ond, gome-winning field 
goal to beat the New York 
Giants. 

Green Boy’s 19-game win¬ 
ning streak came to an end 
at Kansas City on Sunday, 
but the Packers remain o 
strong favorite to repeat os 
champions. That’s thanks 
in large port to Rodgers’ 
knock for making big ploys 
without major mistakes. 

It has been o long and 
challenging journey out 
of obscurity for Rodgers, 
who wasn’t offered o big- 
time scholarship out of high 
school and hod to ploy a 
year in junior college. Then 
come his agonizing wait on 
draft day, three seasons on 


By BARRY WILNER 

NEW YORK (AP) — The NFL is 

changing how it han¬ 
dles concussion examina¬ 
tions otter Browns quarter¬ 
back Colt McCoy went 
bock into o Dec. 8 gome 
without being tested for 
one. A certified athletic 
trainer, paid by the league, 
will be at each gome to 
monitor ploy and provide 
medical staffs with “any rel¬ 
evant information that may 
assist them in determin¬ 
ing the most appropriate 
evaluation and treatment,” 
the NFL said in o statement 
Wednesday. The trainers 
will not diagnose nor pre¬ 
scribe treatment and can’t 
order that players be re¬ 
moved from o gome. 

Their presence is intend¬ 
ed to assist team medical 
staffs in addressing o vari¬ 
ety of injuries. 

The trainer’s “role will be 
to provide information to 
team medical staffs that 
might have been missed 
due to o lock of a clear 
view of the ploy or because 
they were attending to oth¬ 
er players or duties,” the 
statement said. 

The trainer will be in o booth 
upstairs with access to vid¬ 
eo replay and direct com¬ 
munication to the medical 
staffs of both teams. 


“In most coses, the athletic 
trainer will be affiliated with 
a major college program in 
the area or will have previ¬ 
ously been affiliated with 
an NFL club,” the league 
said. The league and each 
team are in the process of 
selecting the trainers. 

Also, team medical staffs 
will be permitted to use cell 
phones during gomes to 
gather information relating 
to the core of on injured 
player. This is not limited to 
concussions. 

McCoy was hurt on o hel- 
met-to-helmet hit by Steel¬ 
ers linebacker James Harri¬ 
son late in Pittsburgh’s win. 
He returned to the gome 
otter missing just two ploys 
without being examined for 
o concussion. 

The quarterback wasn’t 
tested until otter the gome, 
when he was diagnosed 
with a concussion. McCoy is 
still experiencing symptoms 
and hasn’t played since. 
The Browns said McCoy 
wasn’t showing symptoms 
of o concussion during the 
gome, so they didn’t test 
him. Team doctors were 
treating other players and 
didn’t see the impact from 
Harrison’s vicious hit.The 
NFL said the Browns would 
not be disciplined for their 
handling of the situation. 



In this photo token Thurs¬ 
day, Dec. 8, 2011, Cleveland 
Browns quarterback Colt Mc¬ 
Coy (12) is checked out by the 
trainers as he gets ready to go 
back into the game after tak¬ 
ing a hit from Pittsburgh Steel¬ 
ers linebacker James Harrison 
during the fourth quarter of 
an NFL Football game In Pitts¬ 
burgh. 

Associated Press 

“Clubs also were reminded 
of the importance of team 
coaching and medical 
staffs continuing to work 
together to ensure that full 
information is available at 
all times to medical staffs,” 
the NFL’s statement said, 
“that players do not take 
steps to ovoid evaluations, 
and that concussions con¬ 
tinue to be managed in o 
conservative and medical¬ 
ly appropriate way.”Q 
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Malkin sets up Penguins win over Chicago 



Pittsburgh Penguins' Evgeni Malkin (71) works against Chicago 
Blackhawks' Jonathan Toews in the first period of an NHL 
hockey game in Pittsburgh Tuesday, Dec. 20, 2011. Malkin had 
three assists in the 3-2 Penguins win. 

Associated Press 


PinSBURGH (AP) — Pitts¬ 
burgh's Evgeni Malkin had 
three assists to move into 
a tie for the NHL scoring 
lead as the Penguins beat 
Chicago 3-2 on Tuesday to 
snap the Blackhawks' five- 
game winning streak. 

Malkin assisted on goals by 
Chris Kunitz, James Neal 
and Tyler Kennedy, giving 
him points in all six games 
since Penguins captain Sid¬ 
ney Crosby left the lineup 
again because of recurring 
concussion symptoms. 
Malkin has six goals and 
nine assists in that stretch, 
with Tuesday's contribution 
helping move Pittsburgh 
within two points of Atlan¬ 
tic Division leader Philadel¬ 
phia. 

Jonathan Toews and Viktor 
Stalberg had third-period 
goals for Chicago, which 
has the most points in the 
NHL. 

*RANGERS 4, DEVILS 1 

In Newark, New Jersey, 
Marian Gaborik snapped 
a third-period tie with the 


first of his two goals and 
then sealed New York's win 
with an empty-netter as the 
Rangers beat New Jersey. 
Gaborik, who reached 600 
NHL points with his first goal, 
also helped set up Artem 
Anisimov's second-period 
tally that tied the game 1 -1. 
New York broke the Devils' 
four-game winning streak 
in the first of six meetings 


between Atlantic Division 
rivals. 

Carl Hagelin also scored for 
the Rangers. 

Travis Zajac’s first goal of 
the season had given the 
Devils a 1-0 lead in the first 
period. 

*COYOTES 2, PANTHERS 1 

In Sunrise, Florida, Radim 
Vrbata and Ray Whitney 
scored to lift Phoenix over 


Florida. 

Brian Campbell scored for 
the Panthers, who suffered 
their first loss in regulation in 
nine home games. Florida's 
past 13 home games have 
been decided by one goal. 
Florida was awarded a 
penalty shot with 24.5 sec¬ 
onds left in the game be¬ 
cause several Coyotes 
players displaced the net, 
but Stephen Weiss' shot 
was blocked by Coyotes 
goalie Jason LaBarbera 
and stopped on the goal 
line. 

*FLAMES 2, WILD 1 

In Calgary, Jarome Iginia 
scored the go-ahead goal 
and added an assist for 
Calgary, which returned 
home from a four-game trip 
and beat Minnesota. 

Iginia broke a 1-1 tie in 
the second period. Curtis 
Glencross added his 11th 
goal for Calgary, which is 
unbeaten in its past seven 
home games. 

Pierre-Marc Bouchard 
scored the lone goal for 


Crosby chosen as ‘ambassador’ for Youth Olympics 


LAUSANNE, Switzerland (AP) — Pittsburgh Penguins cap¬ 
tain Sidney Crosby is lending his support to the first Winter 
Youth Olympics. 

The IOC says the Canadian star was chosen as the fifth 
and final “ambassador” for the games, which will take 
place in Innsbruck, Austria, from Jan. 13-22. 

The others are figure skater Kim Yu-na, Alpine skiers Lind¬ 
sey Vonn and Benjamin Raich and freestyle skier Kevin 
Rolland. 

Crosby scored the winning goal for Canada in overtime 
of the gold-medal game against the United States at the 
2010 Vancouver Olympics. 

Crosby says “I have always tried to lead by example and 
be a positive role model for people.” 

The Youth Games will include more than 1,000 athletes 
between the ages of 15 and 18 competing in seven 
sports.□ 



In this Dec. 5, 2011, file photo, Pittsburgh 

Penguins’Sidney Crosby prepares to take a face off during an 

NHL hockey game against the Boston Bruins in Pittsburgh. 

Associated Press 


Minnesota. 

*CAPITALS 4, PREDATORS 1 

In Washington, Alex Ovech¬ 
kin and Nicklas Backstrom 
scored first-period goals to 
set up Washington's win 
over Nashville. 

Alexander Semin and Troy 
Brouwer added third-peri¬ 
od goals for the Capitals, 
who have won six of their 
past seven against the 
Predators. Nashville lost for 
the first time in six games, 
and this was its first game in 
11 to be decided by more 
than one goal. 

The Predators' sole goal 
came from Sergei Kostitsyn 
in the third period. 
*SENATORS 4, SABRES 1 
In Ottawa, Erik Condra 
combined with newly ac¬ 
quired Ottawa center Kyle 
Turris on the first of Condra’s 
two goals and lifted Otta¬ 
wa over Buffalo. 

Zack Smith scored in the first 
and Erik Karlsson netted the 
Senators' third goal on a 
power play at 17:49. Con¬ 
dra netted his second with 
an empty netter to com¬ 
plete the scoring. 

Jordan Leopold had drawn 
Buffalo even at 1-1 with a 
power-play goal in the sec¬ 
ond. 

*ISLANDERS 3, JETS 2, SO 
In Winnipeg, P.A. Paren- 
teau scored in regulation 
and added the shootout 
winner to give New York a 
win over Winnipeg. 

In other NHL games it was 
N.Y. Islanders 3, Winnipeg 
2, SO; N.Y. Rangers 4, New 
Jersey 1; Washington 4, 
Nashville 1; Pittsburgh 3, 
Chicago 2; Ottawa 4, Buf¬ 
falo 1; Phoenix 2, Florida 1; 
and Calgary 2, Minnesota 
!.□ 
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France ponders removing risky breast implants 


ANGELA CHARLTON 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — Emmanuelle 
Maria’s breasts were burn¬ 
ing and globules of silicone 
gel were protruding into her 
armpits. Her implants had 
exploded inside her. Yet her 
doctors, she says, told her 
nothing was wrong. 

Now, she wants the French 
government to tell 30,000 
women to get their implants 
removed — at the state's 
expense — ta call attentian 
to their risks and save ethers 
from potential pain and in¬ 
dignity. 

Prompted by calls from im¬ 
plant wearers and leading 
doctors, French health au¬ 
thorities are considering a 
drastic and unprecedent¬ 
ed move: recommend¬ 
ing mass surgery ta rid the 
country of a type of breast 
implant that investigators 
say was secretly made with 
cheap industrial silicone 
whose medical dangers re¬ 
main unclear. 

Governments around 
Europe are hanging on 
France’s decision Friday. 
Tens at thousands mare 
wamen in Britain, Italy, 
Spain and ather Eurapean 
natians are walking araund 
with the same pre-filled im¬ 
plants, made by the naw- 
defunct French company 
Poly Implant Prothese, or 
PIP. 

Health officials from several 
European countries held a 
conference call Wednes¬ 
day to discuss the implants, 
Portugal’s Director-Gener¬ 
al of Health, Dr. Francisca 
Jorge, told The Associated 
Press. Eurapean Cammis- 
sian spakesman Frederic 
Vincent said no decisions 
were made, but France 
informed the others of the 
situation. The main concern 
in France is the risk of rup¬ 
ture — more than 1,000 of 
the 30,000 such implants in 
France have burst, accord¬ 
ing to the French health 
safety agency AFSSAPS — 
and uncertainty over what 
risks the suspected indus¬ 
trial silicone gel could pose 
when it leaks inside the 
body. 

Meanwhile, eight cases 
of cancer among women 
with the implants, including 
one whc died in November, 
have crystallized cancerns 


and heightened pressure 
on the government to take 
action. Friday’s govern¬ 
ment decision will depend 
partly on guidance from 
the French National Can¬ 
cer Institute. 

The implants in question 
were not sold in the U.S., 
where concerns about sili¬ 
cone gel implants overall 
led ta a 14-year ban on their 
use. Silicone implants were 
brought back to the mar¬ 
ket in 2006 after research 
ruled cut cancer, lupus and 
some other concerns. 


British health authorities say 
they see nc reascn so far 
to have the French-made 
implants systematically 
removed, and have said 
that there is not enough 
evidence of a link between 
silicone implants and can¬ 
cer. Italy’s Health Ministry is 
hclding a meeting Thursday 
tc discuss the French-made 
implants. Experts from the 
French Health Ministry will 
meet Friday tc decide what 
to recommend for women 
who have the implants. The 
implants were taken off 
the market last year after 
French authorities discov¬ 
ered the company misre- 
pcrted the type cf siliccne 
used. Plastic surgecn Mau¬ 


rice Mimcun of Paris’ Saint 
Lcuis Hcspital said a rup¬ 
ture cculd leak the siliccne 
gel internally. That in turn 
could require surgery on 
other parts of the body to 
remove it. 

“The problem is that these 
implants are made with a 
gel that we don’t know,” 
he said in an interview. 
“Once these implants are 
removed, the story is not 
over ... we don’t know” if 
there might be other con¬ 
sequences, he said. 
Mimoun has recommend¬ 


ed that the gcvernment 
push for implant remcvals, 
but insisted that the opera¬ 
tions needn’t be carried 
out in haste. 

Women have filed more 
than 2,000 legal complaints 
since the implants were re¬ 
called last year, and an in¬ 
vestigation into officials at 
PIP is under way. Investiga- 
tcrs suspect the ccmpany 
used cheaper industrial 
siliccne instead cf siliccne 
meant for medical use in 
the implants, cutting costs 
by up to €1 million ($1.3 mil¬ 
lion) a year. 

The company has suspend¬ 
ed its activities and is being 
liquidated. Its phenes are 
nc Icnger functicning and 


emails sent to its staff were 
not answered. 

Implant wearer Maria 
described wanting new 
breasts to improve her 
self-image after an adoles¬ 
cence troubled by a bone 
disease that left her cov¬ 
ered in scars. 

She was given the PIP sili¬ 
ccne implants in 2007, and 
started developing burn¬ 
ing pains in early 2010. She 
ccnsulted her surgeon and 
another specialist he rec- 
emmended. □ 

“They told me, ‘There’s 


nothing wrong,”’ she re¬ 
counted. 

She then went to two oth¬ 
er doctors who confirmed 
that both implants had 
burst. She had them re¬ 
moved, and at her own ex¬ 
pense, had two new ones 
implanted — made by an- 
cther ccmpany. 

“The product is danger¬ 
ous. They told us there was 
nothing toxic,” she told The 
Associated Press by tele¬ 
phone from her office in La 
Seyne-sur-Mer in southern 
France — the same town 
where PIP was based. 

She accused the company 
and surgeons of “playing 
Russian roulette with the 
health cf ethers.”□ 


Haiti groups 
see choiera 
cases drop 

TRENTON DANIEL 
Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 

— Haiti has seen a steady 
decline in the number of 
cholera cases as the Carib¬ 
bean nation settles into its 
dry season, humanitarian 
groups said Tuesday. 

The number of cholera cas¬ 
es has drepped tc an aver¬ 
age of 10 to 20 cases a day 
in twe separate treatment 
centers in the crewded 
capital of Port-au-Prince 
cempared to a bump of 
an average of 30 to 40 
cases a day a month ago, 
said Dr. Wendy Lai, a medi¬ 
cal coordinator for Doctors 
Without Borders Holland. 
The current figures are 
cicse to an earlier low of 
nine to 15 cases seen at its 
treatment centers in July, 
Lai said. 

“We’re pretty close to the 
low as we’ve ever been,” 
she said by telephone. 

The cholera infection rate 
has fluctuated through 
Haiti’s rainy and dry sea¬ 
sons, with the spikes largely 
attributable to the show¬ 
ers and ficods that cause 
the waterberne disease tc 
spread mere freely in an 
unsanitary environment. 
That was evident at a Dcc- 
ters Witheut Berders treat¬ 
ment center in the densely 
populated area of Car- 
refour during last spring’s 
rainy season, when as 
many as 300 new cases 
were reported a day, Lai 
said. 

The seasonal decline in the 
number of cholera cases is 
censistent with the findings 
cf a report released Tues¬ 
day by the United Nations 
Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs. 

The bulletin reported health 
officials logging an aver¬ 
age of 300 cases nation¬ 
wide per day, compared 
tc 500 cases a menth ago. 
The same agency reported 
that fatality rates centinue 
tc drep cr have stabilized 
in almcst all of Haiti’s 10 de¬ 
partments, with the excep¬ 
tion of the Southeast where 
it jumped from 2.2 percent 
in January to 2.4 percent in 
November. □ 



Dr. Maurice Mimoun, a piastic surgeon at the St Louis hospitai, hoids a siiicone gei breast 
impiant made by French company Poiy Impiant Prothese, or PIP, that he removed from a patient 
because of concerns that they are unsafe, Paris, Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2011. French health 
authorities are considering whether to suggest that an estimated 30,000 women in France get 
their breast implants removed, amid warnings by leading doctors about risks of rupture and 
possible cancer risks. 

(AP Photo/Michel Euler) 
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Bing now ties with 
Yahoo as No. 2 
search engine 


Microsoft says 2012 CES 
tech show will be its iast 



In this Jan. 6, 2010 file photo, Microsoft Entertainment and Devices Division President Robbie Bach 
speaks at the International Consumer Electronics Show (CES) In Las Vegas. Microsoft Corp. is pull¬ 
ing out of the International Consumer Electronics Show, the largest trade show in the Americas. 

Associated Press 


By Peter Pachal 

Microsoft's Bing is slowly 
eclipsing Yahoo os the 
number two search engine 
in the U.S., according to 
the most recent statistics 
from comScore. Both sites 
now have about 15% of the 
market, although that's just 
a 0.2% rise from last month 
for Bing. 

Of course, Bing (15%) 
and Yahoo (15.1%) take 
a distant second place 
to Google, which has a 
beyond-dominant 65.4% 
market share. The data 
doesn't include searches 
from phones or tablets, nor 
does it take into account 
queries from Google's In¬ 
stant feature, which shows 
results as you type (Bing 
and Yahoo don't offer a 
comparable service). 

That could be partly why 
the numbers are some¬ 
what different when you 
look at other sources.Stat- 
Counter, an analytics com¬ 
pany, clocks both Yahoo 
and Bing with about 9.5% 
market share, and Google 
with almost 80%. Net Appli¬ 
cations paints a similar pic¬ 
ture, with Google leading 
strongly at 76%, Bing a dis¬ 
tant second place at 11% 
and Yahoo with 10%. 
Microsoft's race against 
Yahoo is a little ironic 
since Bing powers Yahoo 
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search. The two companies 
partnered up in 2010 in a 
10-year deal that sees Bing 
handling the back end of 
Yahoo search, with Yahoo 
managing the advertising 
side for both companies. 
Although closing in on a 
competiting site (even a 
partner) is good news for 
Bing, no matter whose 
numbers you look at, they 
all show the search en¬ 
gine's market share as 
generally flat over the last 
year. That’s despite Micro¬ 
soft pouring a great deal 
of money into the service. 
In the last fiscal quarter, Mi¬ 
crosoft lost almost $500 mil¬ 
lion from its online services 
division, which is generally 
synonymous with Bing. 
Microsoft has a plan to 
bring Bing out of the red 
and potentially grow its 
market share, though. At a 
recent meeting of the com¬ 
pany’s analysts, reported 
by CNN, Microsoft presi¬ 
dent of online services Qi 
Lu said the software com¬ 
pany had to “change the 
game fundamentally." By 
integrating Bing into more 
products and partnering 
with companies like Face- 
book and RIM (Bing is the 
default search engine on 
BlackBerry phones), Micro¬ 
soft plans to evolve search 
queries to become more 
like natural speech. 

Bing already has other dif¬ 
ferentiating features, like 
integration with Bing Trav¬ 
el when users search for 
flights, and highlighted rec¬ 
ipe results when searching 
specific dishes. 

What search engine is your 
favorite and why? Let us 
know in the comments. □ 


PETER SVENSSON 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Microsoft 
Corp. is pulling out of the In¬ 
ternational Consumer Elec¬ 
tronics Show, the largest 
trade show in the Americas. 
It’s joining Apple in saying 
that it prefers to put on its 
own events when the time 
is right to show off its prod¬ 
ucts. 

Microsoft said the next 
show, to be held Jan. 9-12 
in Las Vegas, will be the 
last show at which it has 
a booth or the CEO deliv¬ 
ers the customary kick-off 
speech. 

Company founder Bill 
Gates delivered keynote 
speeches at the show for 
11 straight years. Current 
CEO Steve Ballmer has de¬ 
livered the speech for the 
past three shows and will 
present his last next month. 


The software company has 
been one of the biggest 
U.S. supporters of the annu¬ 
al event, which gathered 
nearly 150,000 people this 
year. 

Originally focused on living- 
room electronics, the show 
has become the big an¬ 
nual U.S. event for all con¬ 
sumer technology after the 
demise of big computer-fo¬ 
cused shows such as Com¬ 
dex. 

Microsoft says it will con¬ 
tinue to use CES as a place 
to connect to customers, 
but it won’t have a booth 
because its product mile¬ 
stones don't align with the 
show’s January timing. 

At the upcoming show, 
Ballmer is scheduled to 
speak about the Windows 
8 operating system. But the 
software isn't expected 
to be ready until late next 


year, so computer mak¬ 
ers won't have any real 
Windows 8 products at the 
show. 

“They're not cooked yet. 
So he's going to be stuck 
trying to present a bunch 
of stuff that will be months 
away from being ready," 
said technology industry 
analyst Rob Enderle. 

Apple doesn’t participate 
in trade shows at all after 
pulling out of the Macworld 
Conference & Expo after 
2009. 

The Consumer Electronics 
Association, which organiz¬ 
es CES, said it has tremen¬ 
dous demand for invitations 
to hold keynote speeches, 
and it has already received 
feelers from companies 
that want to rent for the 
2013 show the space where 
Microsoft usually has its 
booth.G 
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Economy ends tough 2011 on a surprising upswing 



Consumers put down their bags for a rest in Herald Square, in 
New York. The U.S. economy is ending 2011 on a roll. Growth 
in the fourth quarter likely accelerated to the fastest pace since 
mid-2010, and the job market appears to be strengthening. 

(AP Photo/John Minchillo, File) 


PAUL WISEMAN 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. economy is ending 
2011 on a roll. 

The job market is healthier. 
Americans ore spending 
eagerly on holiday gifts. 

A long-awaited turnaround 
for the depressed housing 
industry appears to be un¬ 
der way. 

Gas is cheaper. Factories 
are busier. 

Not bad for an economy 
faced with a debt crisis in 
Europe and, as recently as 
this summer, scattered pre¬ 
dictions of a second reces¬ 
sion at home. Instead, the 
economy has grown taster 
each quarter this year, 
and the last three months 
should be the best. 

“Things are looking up," says 
Chris Rupkey, chief finan¬ 
cial economist at the Bank 
of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ. 
When The Associated Press 
surveyed 43 economists in 
August, they pegged the 
likelihood of another reces¬ 
sion at roughly one in four. 
There was plenty of rea¬ 
son for gloom. A political 
standoff over the federal 
borrowing limit brought the 
United States to the brink of 
default and cost the nation 
its top-drawer credit rating. 


Most analysts now rule out 
another recession. They 
think the economy will 
grow at an annual rate of 
more than 3 percent from 
October through Decem¬ 
ber, the fastest pace since 
a 3.8 percent performance 
the spring of 2010. 

Many economists still worry 
that the year-end surge 


isn't sustainable, in part be¬ 
cause the average worker's 
pay is barely rising. And Eu¬ 
rope may already be sliding 
into a recession that will in¬ 
fect the United States. 

Yet for now, the economy is 
on an upswing that few had 
predicted: 

— JOBS: The number of 
Americans applying for 


unemployment benefits 
came in at 366,000 last 
week, down from a peak 
of 659,000 in March 2009. 
Even in good economic 
times, the figure would 
be between 280,000 and 
350,000. 

Employers have added 
at least 100,000 jobs five 
months in a row, the lon¬ 
gest streak since 2006. 
And the unemployment 
rate fell from 9 percent in 
October to 8.6 percent 
last month, the lowest 
since March 2009. 

Small businesses are hiring 
again, too, according to 
the National Federation of 
Independent Business. 
Business is up at AG Sales- 
works in Norwood, Mas¬ 
sachusetts, which helps 
technology companies 
like Motorola find new cus¬ 
tomers. The firm has hired 
26 workers to restore its 
staff to 56, erasing the job 
cuts from the recession. 
GEO Paul Alves plans to 
add an employee or two 
a month as long as growth 
continues. 

“I do see more confidence 
than I saw 12 months 
ago,” Alves says. “But it's 
good, not great. Robust 
isn't the word I'd use.” 
SPENDING: The holiday 


shopping season has 
turned out better than any¬ 
one expected. Sales from 
November through Satur¬ 
day were up 2.5 percent. 
Americans have spent $32 
billion online, 15 percent 
more than a year ago.Q 
Retails sales were up in 
November for the sixth 
month in a row. People are 
spending, in particular, on 
clothes, cars, electronics 
and furniture. 

CONSUMER CONFIDENCE: 
Americans felt better about 
the economy in November 
than they had since July, 
according to the Confer¬ 
ence Board, a business 
group that tracks the mood 
of consumers. 

The board's consumer con¬ 
fidence index climbed 15 
points to 56 in November, 
the biggest one-month 
jump since April 2003. Dur¬ 
ing the Great Recession, 
the index fell as low as 25. 
“It seems like the confi¬ 
dence of the traditional 
American consumer is 
higher right now,” says Jim 
Newman, executive vice 
president of operations 
at the digital marketing 
company Acquity Group, 
which has added 100 jobs 
since summer.Q 


Euro falls against dollar In choppy trading 



The Euro sculpture stands in front of the European Central Bank, right, in Frankfurt, Germany. The 
euro fell against the dollar in choppy trading Wednesday after the European Central Bank loaned a 
record amount of money to the continent’s banks. 


NEW YORK (AP) — The euro 
fell against the dollar in 
choppy trading 
Wednesday after the Euro¬ 
pean Central Bank loaned 


a record amount of money 
to the continent’s banks. 
The loans are meant to 
shore up Europe's strug¬ 
gling financial sector. 


(AP Photo/Michael Probst) 

The ECB loaned $639 billion 
to 523 banks for three years. 
It is the biggest ECB infu¬ 
sion of credit into the bank¬ 
ing system in the euro’s 13- 


year history The euro fell to 
$1.3044 late Wednesday 
from $1.3076 late Tuesday. 
The euro initially rose as 
high as $1.3197 after the 
news. It later fell as low 


as $1.3023 as traders wor¬ 
ried that the amount be¬ 
ing loaned may suggest 
that European banks are in 
worse condition than was 
thought.Q 


Treasury prices dip 
after 7-year auction 


NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. 
Treasury prices are falling 
after an auction of $29 
billion seven-year notes 
failed to generate strong 
demand from investors. 
The government had to 
pay a yield of 1.43 per¬ 
cent on the notes, sharply 
higher than the 1.38 per¬ 
cent yield the seven-year 
note was trading at prior 
to the sale. 

Demand for the notes was 
2.68 times the offering. 


compared to 3.2 times at 
an auction last month and 
the average of 2.88 in the 
last four auctions, v The one 
bright spot was that for¬ 
eign bidders made up 42 
percent of the buying, the 
highest amount in the last 
four months. The price of 
the 10-year Treasury note 
fell 31.2 cents per $100 in¬ 
vested Wednesday after¬ 
noon, increasing its yield to 
1.96 percent from 1.93 per¬ 
cent late Tuesday.Q 



































BUSINESS 1?.^ 


Thursday, December 22, 2011 




Mon-Tue-Wed-Thurs-Fri-Sat. 3:30PM 


Sun - 2nil PimerBal / Ptoirassiiie 

POWER - BAII - PBOeBESSWE 

Stocks end mixed; Oracle miss drags down tech 


NEW YORK (AP) — Technol¬ 
ogy stocks fell Wednesday, 
dragged down by a weak 
earnings report from the 
business software maker 
Oracle Corp. 

Broad market indexes were 
flat. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average eked out a gain of 
4 points after having been 
down most of the day. 

The Dow was down 104 
points at midday, led by 
technology stocks. The rare 
earnings miss by Oracle 
raised worries that weak 
government and business 
spending might hurt other 
big technology compa¬ 
nies. 

IBM Corp. was by far the 
biggest loser in the Dow, 


falling 3.1 percent to 
$181.47. 

Investors also had more to 
worry about from Europe. 
New data showed exten¬ 
sive lending from the Euro¬ 
pean Central Bank to Euro¬ 
pean banks. 

The initial reaction to the 
$639 billion in lending by 
the ECB was positive, but 
then worry set in that Eu¬ 
rope’s banks needed so 
much help in the first place. 
“Long-term, people were 
a little bit concerned that 
banks needed more mon¬ 
ey than we thought they 
did,” said Joe Bell, a senior 
equity analyst with Schaef¬ 
fer's Investment Research. 
The Dow edged up 4.16 
points, less than 0.1 per- 
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Technology stocks fell 
Wednesday, dragged down 
by a weak earnings report 
from the business software 
maker Oracle Corp. 

cent, to close at 12,107.74. 
On Tuesday the Dow 
jumped 337 — its biggest 


gain this month — on good 
economic news from Eu¬ 
rope and a surge in new 
home construction in the 
U.S. 

The Standard & Poor's 500 
rose 2.42 points, or 0.2 per¬ 
cent, to 1,243.72. Outside 
of the 2 percent decline 
for technology companies, 
prices rose or were flat in 
the rest of the S&P 500's 10 
sectors. 

The Nasdaq composite fell 
25.76 points, or 1 percent, 
to 2,577.97. 

Oracle Corp. plunged al¬ 
most 14 percent after the 
business software compa¬ 
ny said it was struggling to 
close deals. 

The results seemed to rein¬ 
force worries that business¬ 


es and the government 
may cut back on technol¬ 
ogy spending. Especially 
worrying was a weak 2 per¬ 
cent gain in new software 
licenses, a key sign of de¬ 
mand from other business¬ 
es. Oracle had predicted 
gains of as much as 16 per¬ 
cent. 

Consumer staples rose with 
help from a 1.7 percent in¬ 
crease by Coca-Cola Co. 
and a gain of 1.2 percent 
at Kraft. 

Nike Inc. rose 2.9 percent 
after reporting strong de¬ 
mand and higher prices for 
its shoes and clothing. 
Volume was much lower 
than usual at 3.5 billion 
shares, which can make 
prices more volatile.^ 


BofA in $335M settlement over Countrywide loans 



Bank of America agreed to pay $335 million to resolve allega¬ 
tions that its Countrywide unit engaged in a widespread pattern 
of discrimination against qualified African-American and His¬ 
panic borrowers on home loans. 


NEDRA PICKLER 
PALLAVI GOGOI 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Bank of 
America agreed to pay 
$335 million to resolve al¬ 
legations that its Country¬ 
wide unit engaged in a 
widespread pattern of dis¬ 
crimination against quali¬ 
fied African-American and 
Hispanic borrowers on 
home loans. 

The settlement with the 
U.S. Justice Department 
was filed Wednesday with 
the Central District court of 
California and is subject to 
court approval. The DOJ 
says it's the largest settle¬ 
ment in history over residen¬ 
tial fair lending practices. 
According to the DOJ’s 
complaint. Countrywide 
charged over 200,000 Af¬ 
rican-American and His¬ 
panic borrowers higher 
fees and interest rates than 
non-Hispanic white bor¬ 
rowers with a similar credit 
profile. The complaint says 
that these borrowers were 
charged higher fees and 
rates because of their race 


or national origin rather 
than any other objective 
criteria. 

“These institutions should 
make judgments based on 
applicants' creditworthi¬ 
ness, not on the color of their 
skin,” Attorney General Eric 
Holder said Wednesday. 
“With today’s settlement, 
the federal government will 
ensure that the more than 
200,000 African-American 
and Hispanic borrowers 


who were discriminated 
against by Countrywide will 
be entitled to compensa¬ 
tion.” 

Charlotte, North Carolina- 
based Bank of America 
Corp. bought the nation's 
largest subprime lender, 
Countrywide Financial 
Corp., in 2008. 

Dan Frahm, a Bank of Amer¬ 
ica spokesman, said in a 
statement that the bank 
does not practice lending 


based on race. 

“We discontinued Country¬ 
wide products and practic¬ 
es that were not in keeping 
with our commitment and 
will continue to resolve and 
put behind us the remain¬ 
ing Countrywide issues,” 
Frahm said. 

The United States' com¬ 
plaint says that Country¬ 
wide was aware that the 
fees and interest rates that 
its loan officers were charg¬ 
ing discriminated against 
African-American and His¬ 
panic borrowers, but failed 
to impose meaningful limits 
or guidelines to stop it. 

By steering borrowers into 
subprime loans from 2004 to 
2007, the complaint alleges. 
Countrywide harmed those 
qualified African-American 
and Hispanic borrowers. 
Subprime loans generally 
carried costlier terms, such 
as prepayment penalties 
and significantly higher ad¬ 
justable interest rates that 
increased suddenly after 
two or three years, making 
the payments unaffordable 
and leaving the borrow¬ 


ers at a much higher risk of 
foreclosure. 

“Countrywide's actions 
contributed to the housing 
crisis, hurt entire communi¬ 
ties, and denied families 
access to the American 
dream,” said Thomas E. 
Perez, Assistant Attorney 
General for the Civil Rights 
Division. 

The settlement amount will 
be used to compensate 
victims of Countrywide’s 
discriminatory mortgage 
loans from 2004 through 
2007, when Countrywide 
originated millions of resi¬ 
dential mortgage loans as 
the nation's largest single¬ 
family mortgage lenders. □ 
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Mexico 
disbands 
poiice force 
in port 

VERACRUZ, Mexico (AP) — 

The entire police force in 
the major Gulf coast port 
city of Veracruz was dis¬ 
solved on Wednesday and 
Mexican officials sent the 
Navy in to patrol. 

The Veracruz state govern¬ 
ment said the decision is 
part of an effort to root out 
police corruption and start 
from zero in the state's larg¬ 
est city. 

State spokeswoman Gina 
Dominguez said 800 police 
officers and 300 administra¬ 
tive employees were laid 
off. At a press conference, 
she said they can apply for 
jobs in a state police force, 
but must meet stricter stan¬ 
dards for an agency with 
officers “who are better 
trained and more commit¬ 
ted and who can deliver 
under our current secu¬ 
rity circumstances.” Armed 
marines barricaded police 
headquarters Wednesday 
and Navy helicopters were 
flying above the city where 
35 bodies were dumped in 
September. It was one of 
the worst gang attacks of 
Mexico's drug war. 

The change was agreed 
upon Monday by Veracruz 
Gov. Javier Duarte and 
federal Interior Secretary 
Alejandro Poire. 

Mexico's army has taken 
over police operations sev¬ 
eral times before, notably 
in the border city of Ciu¬ 
dad Juarez and the bor¬ 
der state of Tamaulipas. 
But Veracruz becomes the 
first state to completely 
disband a large police de¬ 
partment and use marines 
as law enforcers. There are 
about 2,400 marines in the 
state of Veracruz. 
Dominguez said the Navy 
operations will last only un¬ 
til the state can train more 
of its own police. Duarte 
already had disbanded a 
police force in the state's 
capital of Xalapa, but in 
that case state agents im¬ 
mediately replaced city 
police. President Felipe 
Calderon has pushed an 
ambitious process for vet¬ 
ting all of Mexico's 460,000 
police officers.^ 
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Scientists hopefui in fight to stop bat die-off 


WILSON RING 
Associated Press 
MONTPELIER, Vermont (AP) 

— Scientists studying the 
mysterious ailment that has 
killed millions of bats in an 
epidemic that is spreading 
its way across North Ameri¬ 
ca say they have detected 


a tiny sliver of hope in their 
search for a way to end 
what has become known 
as white nose syndrome. 

For unexplained reasons, 
scientists across the North¬ 
east have been finding 
isolated colonies of little 
brown bats — once the 


most common bat spe¬ 
cies in the region and the 
hardest hit by white nose 
syndrome — surviving and 
healthy. It’s too soon to say 
if the surviving colonies rep¬ 
resent a nucleus that could 
eventually repopulate the 
region where millions of 
bats once devoured tens 
of billions of insects every 
year, but scientists are plan¬ 
ning to study the survivors in 
hopes of learning why. 
“You’ve got a tiny little fin¬ 
gernail holding onto the 
cliff, and that’s good,” 
said Mollie Matteson, from 
the Richmond office of 
the nonprofit Center for 
Biological Diversity, which 


has been pushing for more 
federal research money for 
white nose. 

The scientists are plan¬ 
ning to meet next month 
in Pennsylvania to seek the 
best ways to learn from the 
survivors. 

“It’s been a disease where 
there’s been one negative 
thing after another,” said 
Greg Turner, a wildlife bi¬ 
ologist for the Pennsylvania 
Game Gommission, who is 
helping monitor an aban¬ 
doned coal mine in Lu¬ 
zerne County, where an es¬ 
timated 2,000 bats survive 
and appear to be healthy. 
“It’s finally nice to see some 
glimmer of hope.” 


Before white nose, the mine 
held between 50,000 and 
80,000 bats in the winter. 
White nose, caused by a 
fungus that prompts bats 
to wake from their winter 
hibernation and die when 
they fly into the frigid, in- 
sect-less winter landscape, 
was first detected in New 
York’s Adirondack Moun¬ 
tains in 2006 and since 
then it has been spreading 
across North America. It’s 
believed to have killed at 
least a million bats. 

It’s reached as far west as 
Missouri and is also spread¬ 
ing west across Canada 
around the Great Lakes. 
The leading hypothesis is 
that the fungus that causes 
white nose came from Eu¬ 
rope where it has been 
found on bats, but it does 
not have the mortality it 
does in North America, said 
Ann Froschauer, the lead 
spokeswoman for the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service’s 
investigation into white 
nose. 

In some areas, white nose 
syndrome has killed 99 per¬ 
cent of bat populations. 
Even if the mortality were 
to end now it could be 200 
years before populations of 
the slow-reproducing bats 
could rebound to where 
they were before white 
nose, Froschauer said. 

The species known as little 
brown bats were once the 
most common in the north¬ 
east, and they were re¬ 
sponsible for eating count¬ 
less insects every year. □ 
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ABC sitcom ‘Work It’ gets detractors all worked up 


By FRAZIER MOORE 
NEW YORK (AP) — Viewers 
may find ABC’s new sitcom 
“Work It” to be cringingly 
awful from on entertain¬ 
ment standpoint. 

But the show, which depicts 
two out-of-work chops who 
dress os women to land 
jobs in o tough economy, 
has drawn fire from groups 
with a different complaint: 
They soy “Work It” mocks 
thetransgender commu¬ 
nity. 

“Though the show is not 
about transgender people, 
it’s about the notion that 
men presenting as wom¬ 
en is funny,” said Herndon 
Graddick of the Gay & Les¬ 
bian Alliance Against Defa¬ 
mation. 

“It re-enforces inaccurate 
and tired stereotypes that 
are injurious to transgen¬ 
der Americans,” said Fred 
Sainz of the Human Rights 


Campaign, a civil rights 
crganizaticn wcrking on 
behalf of lesbian, gay, bi¬ 
sexual and transgender 
Americans. 

HRC is joining GLAAD in urg¬ 
ing supporters to ask ABC 
not to air the series, which 
is scheduled to premiere 
Jan. 3. On Wednesday, the 
two organizations placed 
a full-page ad in Daily Va¬ 
riety whase headline de¬ 
clares: “’Wark It’ will harm 
transgender people.’” The 
ad continues, “By encour¬ 
aging the audience tc 
laugh at the characters’ 
attempts at womanhood, 
the show gives license to 
similar treatment of trans¬ 
gender women.” 

But is the campaign that 
targets “Work It” also, by 
extension, a broad denun¬ 
ciation of one of enter¬ 
tainment’s most enduring 
devices: cross-dressing for 


Editor ousted over racial 


slur against Rihanna 


AMSTERDAM (AP) — The 

editor of a Dutch fashion 
magazine has been fired 
after using a racial slur re¬ 
ferring to Barbados-born Ri¬ 
hanna that set off a social 
media furor and prompted 
an outraged response from 
the singer. 

Eva Haeke, editarof “Jack¬ 
ie,” and the magazine’s 
publisher said in a jaint 
statement on Facebook 
that Hoeke’s misuse of a 
racial slur — “although 
without malicious inten¬ 
tions” — was cause for her 
departure after eight years 
on the job. Responding to 
criticism that flashed across 
the ocean, Haeke said at 
first her use of an inappra- 
priate word was meant as 
a jake. She then put out a 
Twitter item with a more ex¬ 
plicit apology, saying she 
learned, “1. Don’t publish 
bad jokes in the magazine 
2. Don’t pretend bad jokes 
to be funny. Sorry guys. My 
bad.” On Tuesday, Rihan¬ 
na respanded herself via 
Twitter: “Yaur magazine is a 
poor representation of the 
evolution of human rights! I 
find yau disrespectful, and 
rather desperate!!” 

Rather than a positive ar¬ 
ticle useful to Dutch girls, Ri- 



In this Oct. 5, 2011 file photo, 
singer Rihanna performs at the 
o2 arena in east London, as 
part of her 2011 “Loud” tour. 

Associated Press 


hanna said Jackie chase ta 
print an item “degrading ta 
an entire race. That’s yaur 
cantributian to this world!” 
She ended her tweet with 
an even more indelicate 
phrase than Hoeke’s. 
Hoeke said she was un¬ 
aware the word she used 
was so loaded because 
“you hear it all the time on 
radio and TV.” It was em- 
played in an article on how 
to dress your daughter like 
a pop star. 

By Wednesday, the Face- 
book apology had attract¬ 
ed hundreds of comments, 
many condemning Hoeke 
but some saying the reac¬ 
tion was overblown. □ 



In this image released by ABC, from left to right, Kate Reinders, Kirstin Eggers, Rebecca Mader and 
Ben Koldyke are seen during a scene from “Work It,” on the ABC Television Network. 

Associated Press 


comic effect? 

This is a tradition that in¬ 
cludes the late actar-drag 
queen Divine appearing in 
outrageaus female rales in 
“Hairspray” and other John 
Waters films. Robin Williams 
played a man who adopt¬ 
ed a persona as a Scottish 
nanny in the 1993 comedy 
“Mrs. Doubtfire.” In 1982, 
“Tootsie” starred Dustin 
Hoffman as an out-of-work 
actor who dresses up as a 
soft-spoken actress tc land 
a woman’s rale on a soap 
opera. 

The 1959 film classic “Seme 
Like It Hot” starred Jack 
Lemmon and Tony Curtis as 
two straight guys who dis¬ 
guise themselves as women 
to seek refuge in an all-girl 
band after witnessing a 
mob hit. 


The play, films and Broad¬ 
way musical “La Cage aux 
Folles” depict the zany dc- 
mestic life cf a nightclub 
manager and his romantic 
partner, the star attraction 
in the club’s drag perfor¬ 
mance. And on TV, Tom 
Hanks appeared with Peter 
Scolari in the 1980s sitcom 
“Bosom Buddies,” which 
depicted male roommates 
posing as women to gain 
entry tc a budget-priced 
apartment building which 
admitted only female resi¬ 
dents. 

Flash forward tc “Werk It,” 
which pairs what the net¬ 
work calls “two unrepentant 
guy’s guys” (Lee Standish, a 
family man, and Angel Or¬ 
tiz, a ladies’ man) who lost 
their jobs at a car dealer¬ 
ship and have gone a year 


without employment. 

“It’s not a recession, it’s a 
man-cession,” says a cem- 
miserating friend. “Women 
are taking ever the work 
force.” 

Soon, Lee (Ben Koldyke) 
hears of openings for sales 
reps at a pharmaceutical 
company. But the compa¬ 
ny is looking for women, not 
men, to fill the slots. 

The company has hired 
guys in the past, Lee learns, 
but they didn’t work out: 
“The doctors seem to want 
to nail them less.” 

Lee knews what he must do: 
He dresses up as a woman, 
however preposterously, 
and wins a job from the 
unsuspecting firm. So does 
his buddy, Angel (Amaury 
Nolasco), who is similarly 
costumed. □ 


Welles’ Oscar for ‘Citizen 
Kane’ sells for $861K 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — 

The Academy Award stat¬ 
uette that Orson Welles 
won for the original screen¬ 
play of “Citizen Kane” was 
auctioned for more than 
$861,000 Tuesday in Los An¬ 
geles. Nate D. Sanders Auc¬ 
tions spokesman Sam Hell¬ 
er said bidders from around 
the world, includingDavid 
Copperfield, vied for the 
Oscar. 


The 1942 Oscar was thought 
to be lost for decades. It 
surfaced in 1994 when cin¬ 
ematographer Gary Grav¬ 
er tried to sell it. The sale 
was stapped by Beatrice 
Welles, Orson’s youngest 
daughter and sale heir. 
Copperfield, who was out¬ 
bid in the auction, said he 
admires Welles not only for 
his cinematic successes, 
but because he, too, was 


a magician. Welles hosted 
Copperfield’s first televi¬ 
sion special. The auction 
house declined to release 
the highest bidder’s name. 
It said only a handful of 
Academy Awards have 
said for nearly a millian dol¬ 
lars. Michael Jackson paid 
$1.54 million in 1999 for the 
best picture Oscar award¬ 
ed to David O. Seiznickfor 
“Gone With The Wind.”Q 
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Michael Douglas’ son gets 
472 more years in prison 



In this photo token Saturday Oct. 22 , 2011, singer Aifredo Rios known as “Komander” performs in 
concert at a rodeo in Naucaipan, Mexico. Rios is the king of Movimiento Aiterado, a new styie of 
‘Narcocorridos/ or drug baiiads, in which the performer sings as if he were a member of a drug 
cartei, instead of just giamorizing the worid of drug trafficking. 

Associated Press 

Sinaloa cartel OK’s Mexico’s 
newest drug ballads 



In this April 27, 2009 file photo, 
Cameron Douglas, son of 
Michael Douglas, arrives at a 
film premiere in Los Angeies. 

Associated Press 

LARRY NEUMEISTER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A judge 
called the son of actor 
Michael Douglas reckless 
and irresponsible as he 
nearly doubled his prison 
sentence Wednesday from 
five years to 9'/2 years for re¬ 
peated drug offenses. 

U.S. District Judge Richard 
Berman in New York cited 
Cameron Douglas’ “history 
of reckless behavior" as he 
imposed a new punishment 


YURI KAGEYAMA 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — Director Yo- 
shimitsu Morita, whose films 
depicted the absurdity 
and vulnerability of every¬ 
day life in conformist Ja¬ 
pan, has died. He was 61. 
Morita, who won interna¬ 
tional acclaim over his pro¬ 
lific 30-year career, died 
Tuesday of acute liver fail¬ 
ure at a Tokyo hospital, said 
Yoke Ota, spokeswoman of 
Toei Co., the film company 
behind his latest work. 
Morita's movies were dis¬ 
tinctly Japanese, depict¬ 
ing the fragile beauty of 
the nation's human psyche 
and visual landscape while 
daringly poking fun at its ri¬ 
diculous tendency for rigid 
bureaucracy and ritualistic 
hierarchy. 

Morita made a splash 
among global film buffs 
with 1983’s “Family Gome,” 
starring Yusoku Matsuda of 
“Black Rain" as an offbeat 
tutor who forms a heart- 


that was more than dou¬ 
ble what prosecutors were 
seeking. Douglas pleaded 
guilty to drug charges that 
arose from his successful 
efforts to smuggle drugs 
into prison. The judge criti¬ 
cized the government 
for being too lenient on 
Douglas after he repeat¬ 
edly violated prison rules 
by arranging to get drugs, 
including four instances in 
which a lawyer smuggled 
anti-anxiety prescription 
drugs into prison for Doug¬ 
las in her bra. 

Douglas last year also 
pleaded guilty in connec¬ 
tion with his sales of meth- 
amphetamine in July 2009 
from a high-end Manhat¬ 
tan hotel. The judge said 
he had never had a cose 
in which o defendant “has 
so recklessly, wantonly, 
flagrantly and criminally 
acted in such a destructive 
and manipulative fashion.” 
Douglas' life has been de¬ 
railed by drugs and mental 
troubles stretching into his 
teenage years.Q 



In this photo taken on April 
21, 2006, director Yoshimitsu 
Morita pauses tor photos in 
Tokyo. 

Associated Press 

warming relationship with a 
young man in a stereotypi¬ 
cal middle-class family. 

Its striking cinematography, 
focusing on rows and rows 
of identical apartments 
and people dining solemn¬ 
ly sitting side by side, was 
on exhilarating parody of 
Japanese family values.Q 


GALIA GARCIA-PALAFOX 
NAUCALPAN, Mexico (AP) 

— Trumpets and trombones 
blast across o rodeo ring 
where women in miniskirts 
dance with men in cowboy 
hats and gold chains. Some 
tons try to climb onto the 
stage while others whoop 
to the deafening music and 
sing along to an outlaw bal¬ 
lad about one of the most- 
wanted criminal suspects in 
North America, an alleged 
drug kingpin. 

“We take care of El Mayo 
“Here no one betrays him... 
“We stay tough with AK-47s 
and bazookas of the neck 
“Chopping heads off os 
they come “We’re bloody- 
thirsty crazy men “Who like 
to kill.” At the microphone is 
Alfredo Rios, whose stage 
name is “The Komander.” 
He’s a singer of Movimien¬ 
to Alterodo — “Altered 
Movement” in English — o 
new commercial brand 
of “norcocorrido” ballads 
that bluntly describe drug 
violence to the oompah 
beat of Mexico’s norteno 
music. The songs are filled 
with unusually explicit lyr¬ 
ics about decapitations 
and torture, and praise for 
one drug gang in particu¬ 
lar: the Sinaloa cartel and 


its bosses, Ismael “El Mayo" 
Zambada and Joaquin “El 
Chopo” Guzman. 

The increasingly popular 
music is banned on radio 
stations in parts of Mexico 
but is heavily promoted 
over the Internet. It is the 
brainchild of twin brothers 
based in Burbank, Califor¬ 
nia, who have long turned 
to the Sinaloa cartel for ar¬ 
tistic inspiration. They won 
a Grammy award in 2008 
for producing an artist who 
goes by the name of “El 
Chopo de Sinaloa.” 

Omar Valenzuela soys the 
music not only tells of the 
violent world of the Sinaloa 
cartel, but has received 
its blessing at least once, 
when the producers wor¬ 
ried about the group’s re¬ 
action to a song about 
Manuel Torres, allegedly a 
top hit man for Zambada. 
“We looked for them and 
asked for permission,” Va¬ 
lenzuela said. “We sent 
them the song and they 
told us it was OK to release 
the song. We were afraid. 
They told us through their 
people that we were autho¬ 
rized to release any song. 
Sometimes people can get 
offended. We didn’t want 
any problems.” 


The song since then has 
been downloaded 5 million 
times from the company 
website, Valenzuela said, 
and the accompanying 
video, which tells of how 
much gunmen working 
for Torres enjoy killing, has 
been watched more than 
13 million times on YouTube. 
Rios and Valenzuela deny 
any direct relationship with 
any cartel, and say they 
don’t receive any money 
from the gangs. 

“I wish they were putting in 
money to promote (the mu¬ 
sic),” Valenzuela said with a 
laugh. 

For Jose Manuel Valenzu¬ 
ela, an expert on narcocor¬ 
ridos at Mexico’s College 
of the Northern Border, the 
success of the Movimiento 
Alterado’s music shows 
that drug traffickers have 
become more socially ac¬ 
ceptable in many circles. 
“The social presence of 
drug trafficking helps this 
music circulate, and this 
is also mode easier by the 
easy access to it through 
the Internet,” said Valen¬ 
zuela, who is not related to 
the twins. The new music 
was born in Culiacan, capi¬ 
tal of the Pacific coast state 
of Sinaloa. □ 


Award-winning Japanese 
director Morita dead at 61 
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Here come the helpmates 


FRANK BRUNI 
© 2011 New York Times 

Before we travel any further 
down the 2012 campaign trail 
and hear any more about 
what a rosy and essential mir¬ 
ror of the candidate his (or her) 
spouse provides, let’s brush up 
on history. We need go back 
only four years, to John and 
Elizabeth Edwards. 

He had really great hair, 
right up there with Mitt Rom¬ 
ney’s. She carried some extra 
pounds. And his Ken-doll per¬ 
fection next to her real-world 
flaws was supposed to tell us 
something about what a de¬ 
cent fellow he was, or so the 
superficial, insulting, credulous 
narrative went. I remember no 
small number of conversations 
in which I heard someone 
speak highly of him because 
he was with her. And I remem¬ 
ber that the main question 
asked about their relationship, 
for a while, was not if he loved 
her enough, but if he loved 
her so much that her cancer 
and possible death would dis¬ 
tract him from governing. 

Of course it turned out that 
even os he was beseeching 
the country to give him its trust, 
he was betraying hers by hav¬ 
ing on affair with a campaign 
videographer, whom he im¬ 
pregnated. He and Elizabeth 
were long separated by the 
time she died. 

I’m not suggesting that there’s 
a couple this time around sit¬ 
ting on nearly as big a lie as 
they were. But I am suggest¬ 
ing that it’s foolish to read 
too much into a candidate’s 
spouse or marriage and im¬ 
portant to see certain tired 
political fictions and cam¬ 
paign rituals for what they are. 
At a predictable juncture, for 
example, handlers will roll out 
a candidate’s spouse and 
green-light previously unat¬ 
tainable interviews in order to 
change the continuing news 
story, fill in the blanks of the 
candidate’s personality, shore 
up the candidate’s weakness¬ 
es or all of the above. 

Ann Romney has been per¬ 
forming these chores over re¬ 
cent weeks, introduced as a 


flesh-and-blood retort to the 
notion that her husband is a 
fickle political operator. You 
want constancy? They’ve 
been married since the Me¬ 
sozoic era. And while he has 
been both for and against 
abortion rights, gun control 
and much else, he has been 
pro-Ann all the while. No flip 
or flop there. She’s also sup¬ 
posed to soften her husband’s 
stiff image. Political wives are 
constantly being assigned this 
particular task, as if they’re so 
much human Downy, unless 
they look as hard as Callista 
Gingrich and have a piece of 
fabric as scratchy as Newt. 
Last week, ABC’s “World 
News’’ captured Ann on the 
hustings in Iowa. “Mitt is not 
what you think at home,’’ she 
told voters. “He is my most 
disobedient child.’’ Naughty 
Mitt. No bedtime cookie for 
you. The ABC correspondent 
Sharyn Alfonsi mused that 
Ann was Mitt’s “not so se¬ 
cret weapon,’’ summoning a 
phrase that has grown mean¬ 
ingless through overuse. Bob 
Dole called his wife, Elizabeth, 
his “secret weapon.’’ Jeb Bush 
called Laura Bush his brother 
George’s “secret weapon.’’ 
Ted Kennedy called Teresa 
Heinz Kerry the “secret weap¬ 
on’’ of John Kerry. And a Wash¬ 
ington Times headline asked if 
Todd Palin was Sarah’s “secret 
weapon.’’ This alone is reason 
to love The Washington Times. 
On her Africa trip this year, 
Michelle Obama was asked if 
she was her husband’s “secret 
weapon,’’ and answered, “I 
think my husband is his secret 
weapon.’’ That’s some White 
House arsenal, all of it clan¬ 
destine. 

And is this various and sun¬ 
dry firepower equivalent, or 
are there gradations? Is Ann 
Romney an Uzi to Michelle 
Obama’s Clock? Ann ap¬ 
pears to be a lovely person, 
with a laudable marriage, but 
there’s not a lot of persuasive 
evidence that voters make 
their decisions based on such 
factors. 

They’re wise not to. No one 
on the outside of a relation¬ 
ship can ever really tell how 
well it works, or why, or what 
its stamina ultimately means. 
Sometimes the two people on 
the inside don’t even know. 
And there’s a limit to how char¬ 
acter-revealing a person’s 
choice of a mate is, especially 
if that choice was made de¬ 
cades earlier, at a young age. 
For what it’s worth, Elizabeth 
Edwards was a trim knockout 
when John proposed. 

A candidate’s record is defi¬ 


nite. A candidate’s romantic 
life yields to less reliable inter¬ 
pretation, and is put forward 
with even more sugarcoating. 
From Al Gore’s supposedly 
happy marriage to Tipper, the 
spirited drummer girl, we were 
supposed to conclude that he 
had a wild, playful streak. 

They didn’t work out. 

From Maria Shriver’s loyalty to 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, we 
were supposed to be reas¬ 
sured that he wasn’t a sexual 
boor. We know better now. 

If we’re going to accept spous¬ 
es as looking glasses, don’t 
President Barack Obama and 
his predecessor both look like 
pretty selfish men? Neither Mi¬ 
chelle Obama nor Laura Bush 
wanted a national campaign 
or the White House. Their hus¬ 
bands asked huge sacrifices of 
them.Q 


NORTH KOREA 


An inconvenient truth 


lion. Tragically, 

Fannie and Freddie could 
have led a housing recov¬ 
ery - if they hadn’t become 
crippled wards of the state in¬ 
stead. 

Yet these real sins have been 
largely overlooked in favor of 
imagined ones. Over at the 
conservative American En¬ 
terprise Institute, two resident 
scholars, Peter Wallison and 
Edward Pinto, 

have concocted what has 
since become a Republican 
meme: 

namely, that Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac were ground 
zero for the entire crisis, lead¬ 
ing the private sector off the 
cliff with their affordable hous¬ 
ing mandates and massive 
subprime holdings. 

The truth is the opposite: Fan¬ 
nie and Freddie got into sub¬ 
prime mortgages, with great 
trepidation, only in 2005 and 
2006, and only because they 
were losing so much market 
share to Wall Street. 

Among other things, 
the Wallison-Pinto case relies 
on inflated data - Pinto classi¬ 
fies just about anything that is 
not a 30-year-fixed mortgage 
as “subprime.’’ 

The reality is that Fannie and 
Freddie followed the private 
sector off the cliff instead of 
the other way around. 
Nevertheless, Wallison, who 
was a member of the Finan¬ 
cial Crisis Inquiry Commission 
- charged with investigating 
the root causes of the crisis - 
wrote a 99-page dissent when 
the FCIC issued its final report, 
claiming it was all Fannie and 
Freddie’s fault. 


In a column I wrote at the 
time, I described Wallison’s dis¬ 
sent as a “lonely, 
loony cri de coeur.’’ 

He’s been trying to get me to 
take it back ever since. 

On Friday, the Securities and 
Exchange Commission waded 
into the Fannie/Freddie wars 
by filing a lawsuit against three 
executives from each com¬ 
pany. The complaint charges 
them with making “materially 
false’’ disclosures about the 
size of the companies’ sub¬ 
prime portfolios. 

In unveiling the lawsuit, Robert 
Khuzami, the agency’s en¬ 
forcement chief, said that the 
SEC’s action showed that “all 
individuals, regardless of their 
rank or position, will be held 
accountable.’’ 

Not really. What it shows is 
how desperate the SEC has 
become to bring a crowd¬ 
pleasing case.Q 
The complaint is extraordinarily 
weak. Taking its cues from the 
Wallison/Pinto school of inflat¬ 
ed data, it claims that Fannie 
and Freddie failed to reveal 
to investors the true extent of 
their subprime portfolios. To 
make this claim, however, the 
SEC has included categories 
of loans, such as so-called Alt- 
A loans, that may have had 
a subprime characteristic, 
such as low documentation, 
but which were often made 
to borrowers with high credit 
scores. 

There are no damning internal 
emails in the complaint, with 
executives contradicting their 
public statements, and no ex¬ 
amples of sleazy insider stock 
sales.Q 


JOE NOCERA 
© 2011 New York Times 

There is so much about Fannie 
Mae and Freddie Mac that 
we should be angry about. 

In their heyday, these strange 
hybrids-part corporation, part 
government agency - were 
the biggest bullies in Washing¬ 
ton, quick to bludgeon critics 
who dared suggest that their 
dual missions of maximizing 
profits while making home- 
ownership affordable for low- 
and moderate-income Ameri¬ 
cans were incompatible. 

They steamrolled their regula¬ 
tor and pushed back at any 
suggestion that their capital 
was inadequate. 

For years, they essentially 
wrote most of the legislation 
that affected them, which 
they larded with loopholes. In 
the mid-2000s, they had giant 
accounting scandals. Eventu¬ 
ally, their quest for profits led 
them to make a belated, di¬ 
sastrous foray into subprime 
mortgages, which ended with 
their collapse, and which has 
cost taxpayers about $150 bil- 
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Fashion’s most relatable new trends arrive eariy 



The Alexander Wang Spring 2012 collection modeled during 
Fashion Week in New York. Few runway iooks move directly from 
the runway to the real world without some tweaks and adjust¬ 
ments. 

(AP Photo/AAary Altaffer) 


SAMANTHA CRITCHELL 
AP Fashion Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — You ’II find 
a drop-waist dress when 
you set off on your first shop¬ 
ping spree of the new year, 
and you probably already 
can find a fiouncy ruffle at¬ 
tached to a chic, trim jack¬ 
et or sheath in stores. But for 
all the talk about fast fash¬ 
ion, few looks move directly 
from the runway to the real 
world without some tweaks 
and adjustments. 

Designers, manufactur¬ 
ers and retailers use the 
months between splashy 
previews and on-sale 
dates to harness big ideas 
and turn them into the gar¬ 
ments they hope people 
will find appealing and flat¬ 
tering, and motivate them 
to buy. 

“People want fashion with 
a little ‘f.’ They're not ready 
yet — or interested in — 
fashion with the big ‘F,’” 
says Catherine Moellering, 
executive vice president 
of the Tobe Report, a fash¬ 
ion and retail trend con¬ 
sultancy. Those same con¬ 
sumers, though, would be 
fully underwhelmed if the 
Marc Jacobs, Miuccia Pra¬ 
dos and Karl Lagerfelds of 
the world trotted down the 
catwalk practical, utilitar¬ 
ian clothes. 

The runway is for big ideas 
that need to be translated 
into actual trends, agrees 
Joanna Coles, editor-in- 
chief of Marie Claire. 
Maybe all it will take is lin¬ 
ing sheer clothes with an 
additional layer, or stretch¬ 
ing the hem of a miniskirt. 
Sometimes it’s a cost deci¬ 
sion and pricey pearls will 
be swapped for paillettes. 
There is a middle ground to 
meet, experts say. 

Thinking back to Rat Si¬ 
mons' Jil Sander show in 
October, Coles says the 
stark white looks were so 
exaggerated you couldn’t 
help but think of chic nurs¬ 
es. When she went into the 
label’s showroom a few 
days later, however, she 
saw the commercial ap¬ 
peal of the clean, optic 
separates — especially the 
button-down shirts. 

It was the same thing with 
Prada’s over-the-top 1950s 
theme. Styled as if they 
were pinup girls in Holly¬ 


wood’s heyday, the mod¬ 
els looked like they were 
in costumes, but when she 
saw those pleated skirts 
and lace coats up close, 
she saw them becom¬ 
ing an instant hit to refresh 
springtime wardrobes after 
many months of winter dol¬ 
drums. 

That’s what editors, retailers 
and stylists do: After they’ve 
taken in the drama of run¬ 
way, they attend “re-sees” 
in designers' studios to see 
what is really planned for 
commercial shipment. 
Some of it could still be 
edgy and fashion-forward 
— that's what pushes 
trends — but then there’ll 
be more of the staple items 
that don’t need a coveted 
spot in a fashion show be¬ 
cause everyone knows 
that Diane von Furstenberg 
makes a good wrap dress 
and Burberry does a fan¬ 
tastic trench. 

“You need to identify who 
and what are the real 
under-the-radar fashion 
drivers,” says Stephanie 


Solomon, vice president for 
fashion direction at Bloom- 
ingdale’s. 


“You’re always keeping 
your antenna out to new 
ideas, and we can’t be 
afraid to take those risks, 
but they have to be wear¬ 
able. 

We try to make the trends 
happen for a broader audi¬ 
ence than the fashion tribe 
who pick up on trends im¬ 
mediately.” 

There’s a cycle that can 
take months, Solomon 
says, although it’s definitely 
speeding up now that ev¬ 
eryday shoppers can see 
shows as they happen. 
Bloomingdale's, for one, 
put a rush on neon colors 
and printed pants. “Some 
seasons basics have more 
importance than other sea¬ 
sons, but during tough eco¬ 
nomic times, they don’t do 
well. Novelty items do bet¬ 
ter,” she explains. 

“It might not make sense, 
but it’s all emotional.” 
Adviser Moellering expects 
tastemakers — and then 
their followers — to pick up 
on the exotic safari looks, 
the candy colors, the flat¬ 
tering ‘50s-style dresses 
and touches from the ‘20s, 
especially after the Baz 
Luhrmann version of “The 
Great Gatsby” comes out 
at the end of next year. 
And, as noted, peplums, 
that extra flounce that juts 
out from the hip, have al¬ 


ready caught on at a more 
mass level. 

“Women won’t shift just 
because the runways tell 
them to wear a peplum, 
but this is easy to do and 
understand. Women had 
been used wearing a tunic 
so it's not a huge stretch, 
and it’s kind of the A-line 
shape that women have 
been wearing a long time.” 
What will take longer to sink 
in will be the micro-short 
suits and the experimental 
techno fabrics, including 
plastics and cellophane, 
she predicts. Those items 
require too much adjust¬ 
ment, she says. “I always 
tell clients, if a look requires 
a change of more than two 
things, it won’t resonate im¬ 
mediately.” 

Moellering uses last spring’s 
designer-retailer push for 
flared denim as a case 
study. 

“If you bought into flared 
denim, you had new pants, 
needed a new shoe and 
a new top to go with it. It 
has already taken a while 
for skinny jeans, the big shirt 
and tucking the jeans into 
the boots to look right to 
consumers — and now you 
want them in a skinny top, 
loafer and a belt? It’s too 
much for a woman’s ward¬ 
robe, and it’s not going to 
happen right away.”Q 



The Spring 2012 collection from Donna Karan modeled during Fashion Week in New York. Few run¬ 
way looks move directly from the runway to the real world without some tweaks and adjustments. 

(AP Photo/Stephen Chernin, File) 





















